
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

We all know that the greatest neighbor of all time is still probably Mr. Rogers, with his invitation of, “Won’t you be 
my neighbor?”  In all seriousness though, being an amazing neighbor is the central call of all Scripture when we are 
called to love God and to love neighbor.  It is even referred to as the Great Commandment.  

What does it mean to be a neighbor?  How can we neighbor in a way that honors God?  To whom, exactly, are we to 
be a neighbor?  I love that last question, because it is always that question that identifies two things:  First, it 
identifies that we all know we are to be a loving neighbor – there is no doubt about that.  Secondly, I believe that 
inherently we all want to justify ourselves in who it is we have to neighbor.  In others words, “God, just let me know 
what is the least I can do for the fewest people possible.”  Of course, we don’t have to love our neighbors who are 
different than we are, have a different skin color or socioeconomic background than we do, or come from “that” 
neighborhood.  Certainly we don’t have to love our neighbors who sound, act, or speak differently than we do –
really?  So who is my neighbor, when I am told I am to love my neighbor as myself?  

When Jesus was asked this question, He told a story about a man who wanted to “justify” himself.  It was the story of 
the Good Samaritan.  You know, the one where a man is beaten by robbers and left for dead on the side of the road. 
Two religious and very pious men pass him by, but the Samaritan stops to help him.  He cares for all of his needs and 
makes sure he will be okay.  Nobody would even expect a Samaritan to help, and so he has forever been labeled as 
the “one” good Samaritan.  The irony is that he is labeled good, not for what he did, but because Jesus’ audience, 
mainly Jews, would never believe a Samaritan would be capable of doing such a thing.  Jews hated Samaritans.  

The interesting thing about Jesus is that He never answers the question, “Who is my neighbor?”  Rather, He tells a 
story of how we neighbor.  According to God then, when it comes to loving our neighbor it is not a question of 
WHO, but of HOW.  For the month of August our sermon series is going to be called, How to Neighbor.  We are 
going to learn what it means to be a loving neighbor to all with whom we come into contact.  We are going to learn 
how to love those of a different race, orphans, the poor, and the lonely – all the while understanding that it is the 
marginalized that God calls us to love on the most, because it is the marginalized that we would like to justify the 
most in respect to who is our neighbor.  

What would it look like if every person connected to Rolling Plains Church shared and showed the love of Jesus to 
every person they encountered in our community and our world?  What would it look like if we as a church loved (in 
the name of Jesus) the least, the last, and the lost everywhere we went?  The love God gives us is meant to flow out 
of us into all we see in our day.  Let’s come together and learn the most basic outcome of the Gospel of Jesus – to 
love our neighbor.  The question isn’t WHO, but it is HOW.  It’s going to be an amazing August! 

Blessed and Barefoot, 
Pastor John  
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ARE YOU AN HEDONIST? 
John Piper, Baptist pastor and promotor of missions, writes his meditations of a Christian Hedonist.  His book, 
Desiring God, which is now in second printing, is a fascinating journal of his spiritual pilgrimage. 

Why are we here?  What is the purpose of life?  The Westminster Catechism say: The chief end of man is to glorify 
God and enjoy Him forever.  Piper says it is a philosophy of life with the following in mind: It’s a universal human 
experience to be happy.  It is good.  It is not sinful.   We should not ever try to deny or resist our longing to be happy.   
The deepest and most enduring happiness is found only in God.  This happiness in God reaches its consummation 
when it is shared in love with others.  This pursuit of pleasure is a necessary part of all worship and virtue.   Amen – 
we glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In the book’s preface, Piper declares, “There is a kind of happiness and wonder that makes you serious.  This is a 
serious book about being happy in God… Delight yourself in the Lord!”   He quotes J. Taylor: “God threatens 
terrible things if we will not be happy.”   The heroes of the book are:  Jesus who “endured the cross for the joy that 
was set before Him;” St. Paul, who was “sorrowful, yet always rejoicing;” and other spiritual giants, as well as 
missionaries who left everything for Christ and in the end said, “I never made a sacrifice.”  

Richard Wurmbrand was an Evangelical Lutheran pastor of Jewish origin from Romania.  When the Communists 
seized his native land in 1945, he was a leader in the underground church.  In 1948 he and his wife, Sabina, were 
arrested and he served fourteen years in Red Prisons, including three years in solitary confinement – never seeing the 
sun, the stars, or flowers, only his guards and torturers.  Pastor Wurmbrand received smuggled Bibles from European 
Christian Mission and continued working behind the iron curtain.  This is the ECMI Mission with which our 
RPUMC missionaries, Sharon Graves and our son Ron work in Europe. 

Later he formed his mission and the magazine, “Voice of the Martyr,” is published by them.  One quote from his 
books explains his meaning of being a hedonist:   “Christ chose suffering for us.  If the only Man Whoever could 
choose His fate on earth chose pain, what great value He must have seen in it!  So we observe that, borne with 
serenity and JOY, suffering redeems.” 

Pastor Piper sums it up in a quotable sentence, “God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in Him.”	  	  	  	  	  	  

    Loren Anderson                                                                           

 
 

Congo Report 
 
Our mission experience in August includes a team of ten people 
who will work with the leaders of the North Katanga Conference 
to develop a training experience for youth and young adults of 
the Kamina Children's Home and surrounding congregations. 
This part of Africa has lost an entire generation to AIDS and 
war, which had left a void, especially in the church.  We will 
lead a training experience with the youth on discipleship, 
spiritual formation, and leadership.  The goal is to help youth 
find their voice within the local church and its ministries.  In 
addition to the training, the team will also have the opportunity 
to visit a remote village and worship with local congregations. 

 
We so appreciate your prayers for our team and us as we travel, teach, and treasure our time in the DRC.  Would you 
also pray for our kids, Isy and Ty?  They will be shuffled from soccer and gymnastics for two weeks by three sets of 
grandparents.  Pray for the grandparents, too.  
 

        Jen Bronner 

Children and Family Ministries 
 

 
Elementary Kids 

 
When you hear the word obedience, what comes to mind?  Perhaps 
the last time you got a speeding ticket, what you wish your kids to 
learn, or maybe you think about that old hymn many of us sang 
growing up in church – “Trust and obey, for there’s no other way to 
be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.” (For those of you now 
singing that song for the rest of the day, sorry about that!)	   

The phrase “Trust and Obey” may come off as trite and clichéd, but 
the point of the phrase is nonetheless true.  Trust and obedience go 
together.  That’s why we define obedience in this way:  Obedience is 
trusting those who lead you by doing what you’re asked to do.  
Our obedience demonstrates that we trust people who are in charge, 
as well as showing God that we trust His plan for our lives.  
However, we don’t always get it right, do we?  Thus our 
disobedience breaks our relationship with God.   

All through Scripture, we see how God responds to that disobedience.  While there were consequences, God 
continued to love the world and made a way to restore our broken relationship.  With that in mind, this school year 
we will walk our kids through God’s One Big Story of His plan to rescue us – by sending Jesus, His only Son, to 
make it possible for us to have a relationship with God again. 

Obedience – we can’t get around it.  Obedience is something that everyone has to work on, whether we’re nine, 
thirty-nine, or seventy-nine.  We can’t wait to see what God will do in each of our lives, as we discover more about 
what the Bible says concerning following and obeying God and those He’s put into authority over us. 

Pre-K Kids 

We are so excited to start a new school year with all of you, our 
First Look Friends.  As we have in the past, we are beginning the 
year by reviewing ALL THREE of our basic truths.  All month 
long your preschoolers will hear how God made them, that God 
loves them, and that Jesus wants to be their friend forever. 

We will start the month by reminding them that God made them.  
In fact, we will review that God made everything, but the most 
important thing He made was people because He wants to have a 
relationship with us!  Next, our preschool friends will hear the 
story of Abraham and how God had a plan for him.  Just as God 
had a plan for Abraham, He has a plan for us, too.  God loves us so 
much and He has a plan for us. 

In week three, we’ll tell the parable of the lost sheep, to illustrate just how much God loves us.  We’ll end the month 
with a preschool favorite, the story of Zacchaeus.  Jesus loved Zacchaeus and wanted to be his friend, even though 
Zacchaeus had made some bad choices.  Jesus wants to be our friend even when we make bad choices, too. 

It will be a great month, full of exciting stories and fantastic activities, as well as being a really cool theme!  We’re 
blasting off this month and cannot wait for you to join us! 
 

        Heather Matarazzo, Director 
        Children & Family Ministries 

	  

	  



	  
	  

	  

	  
We are praying the Prayer of Jabez for Bethel Community Center right now.  If you aren’t familiar with this prayer, 
it is found in 1 Chronicles 4:10: “And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, ‘Oh that Thou would bless me 
indeed and enlarge my coast, and that Thine hand might be with me and that Thou would keep me from evil, that it 
may not grieve me.’ And God granted him that which he requested.”  
 
The part of this prayer that we are particularly focused on is “enlarge my coast” or in some translations it says 
“expand my territory”.  We are asking God to bless us and expand our territory in several ways: 

• Expand our impact for His Kingdom in the neighborhood to which He has sent us. 
• Expand our relationships with children, youth, parents, adults, volunteers, and community leaders 

and organizations. 
• Expand our provision and resources including a $100,000 miracle, support from donors and 

advocates, and our resources and equipment for our programs, especially for the 2016-2017 school 
year. 

 
Please join us in praying this prayer of blessing and expansion for us. 

 
After School Program 

 
It is hard to believe, but we will be starting the fifth year of our After School Program on September 12.  Each year 
our program has grown as we have added more days, increased the time, and added more specialized offering for 
various age groups.  Over the Monday-Thursday program, we serve children and youth from kindergarten to grade 
12.  Volunteers who have a heart for nurturing and mentoring children and youth provide this program.  We are 
working to build teams of volunteers who serve one day a week.  For example, some folks like to help with 4H and 
so they volunteer on Wednesdays from 4:00 to 5:00 PM.  Some folks like to work with teens and those opportunities 
are Monday evenings, 5:00 to 6:00 PM for boys, Tuesdays from 5:00 to 6:30 PM for grades 5-12 with Muskingum 
Mentors, or Thursdays at 5:00 to 6:30 PM for teen girls.  The focus for Thursdays this year from 4:00 to 5:00 PM for 
grades K-6 is Fine Arts.  We will have six-week sessions with an art focus, a music focus, a drama focus, and an area 
of physical activity.  We still need volunteers for any day of the week.  We follow the Zanesville Schools’ calendar. 
When they close, we close.  
 

Thank You for Your Investment 
 

Being a non-profit faith-based organization, we operate on donations from donors and area churches.  Rolling Plains 
is one of our key support churches.  In addition, several people from Rolling Plains give on a regular basis.  Some of 
those are anonymous givers.  So, to you who give in that way, we thank you for your investment in our mission to 
love and serve our neighbors in the Putnam community.  Your support is helping us expand our After School 
program and to upgrade computers and other outdated equipment.  Contact our Executive Director, Melissa 
Lichtner at 740-297-4816 and have a conversation on how you can get connected and serve.  Like us on Facebook. 
 

Kay Miller, Bethel Board Member 
 

 

RPUMC Annual Baptism & Picnic 
 

Our Annual Baptism will be held on Sunday, September 11th, 4:00 PM, at Lake Isabella.  The Church Picnic will 
directly follow the baptism at the lake.  If you are interested in being baptized at the lake, we will have a Baptism 
Class on Wednesday, August 31 at 6:30 PM in the Embers Room.  Please mark “Baptism Class” on your Connection 
Card, if you would like to attend.	  

 

 

 

It doesn’t seem possible, but it’s just about time for the 2016 Muskingum 
County Fair, which means we are gearing up for another successful year 
with our RPUMC Fair Stand.  The dates are August 14 – 20 this year. 

 
We have a blast during the Fair, but WE NEED YOUR HELP!  Won’t you please make plans to volunteer your help 
while we prepare for and operate the RPUMC Fair Stand this year?  We promise you will have lots of fun, meet new 
people, and make new friends.  It is also a great way to serve, as all proceeds go to support our worldwide mission and 
local ministry.  If you can help more than one shift that week, it would be greatly appreciated.  There is a sign-up sheet 
at the Welcome and Information Center as well as job descriptions to help you decide where you fit best.  Sign up 
early, so you can have your preference of shifts.  (Note:  If children under the age of 13 are waiting tables, they must 
have a parent or guardian present to total and collect for orders.)  
 
We will be cleaning and preparing the stand on Monday, August 8th, at 6:00 
PM.  If we don’t finish all that needs done, we will return on Tuesday, August 
9th at the same time.  Stay as long as you can, but we don’t expect you to stay 
longer than you feel you are able.  If you can, bring your own buckets, mops, 
and/or cleaning supplies. Our final prep date is Saturday, August 13th at 10:00 
AM, when we will be filling condiments, covering tables, etc. to get ready to 
“open the doors”.  We appreciate any and all help!   
 
We always need plenty of cucumbers, green peppers, and tomatoes to make our salads, so if you have a garden and 
would like to donate some salad toppers, you can either bring them to the kitchen at the church or when you come to 
the stand to work a shift.  We will also need at least 15 fresh-baked pies per day and other desserts such as 
cookies, brownies, and cakes throughout the week of the fair.  Monetary donations are also needed and always 
appreciated.  Send them to the church or put them into the offering basket with “Fair Donation” written on the memo 
line.  Watch your Sunday bulletin for donation forms. 
If you have questions, you may contact Barb Handshy at 740/704-1891. 
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Don’t	  Forget	  the	  PIES!!	  
	  

Remember,	  we	  need	  AT	  LEAST	  15	  PIES	  PER	  DAY,	  each	  day	  of	  the	  fair.	  	  Please	  help	  us	  by	  
donating	  pies,	  cookies,	  brownies,	  etc.	  	  There	  is	  a	  sign-‐up	  sheet	  in	  the	  lobby	  for	  you	  to	  
designate	  which	  day(s)	  and	  type	  of	  dessert(s)	  you	  will	  bring.	  

	  

2016 Rolling Plains Fair Stand 
August 14 - 20 

 

 

Journeyers OSU Football Trip 
The RP Journeyers and Coburn Cruisers will be travelling to OSU on September 10th to watch the 
Buckeyes play the Tulsa Golden Hurricanes.  They will enjoy a pre-game concert and pep rally, 
featuring the OSU Marching Band.  Tickets are $106.00 and include seats in the B Deck (under cover), 
the bus ride, and tip for the driver.  If interested, write “OSU Game” on the back of your connection 
card or Call Pat Wiseman-Jones at 740/453-5849. 

	  



Attention Fair Stand Volunteers 
 

We will have free admission tickets at the church office during Fair Week however, we only get a few free 
tickets with our rent payment and most are purchased individually, so please take advantage of the Free 
Admission Promotions when you enter the fairgrounds for your shifts. This year we are going to try to have 
some of the items required for admission available at the church, instead of giving out tickets. You can help 
others gain free entry to the fairgrounds by bringing in some of the items needed and placing them into the 
boxes provided in the lobby: 
 
Sunday, August 14th 
Veteran's Day - Veterans admitted FREE all day* 
 

Monday, August 15th 
Wendy's Day - FREE admission with a Wendy's French-fry carton, 7:00 AM until 1:00 PM* 
 

Tuesday, August 16th 
Senior Citizen Day - Those 60+ years old admitted free until 5:00 PM* 
 

Wednesday, August 17th 
Kroger Day - Free admission with two 14.5 or 15.5 oz. cans of Kroger brand corn, 
cut green beans, mixed vegetables, or peas, 7:00 AM until 1:00 PM* 
 

Friday, August 19th 
Pepsi Day - FREE admission with one empty 20 oz. plastic Pepsi bottle, 7:00 AM until 1:00 PM* 
 
*No hand stamp for re-entry when promotional items are used for admission. 
 
	  
	  

 
Help Wanted: Media Team  

 
Our Media team needs your help.  We are looking for individuals who want to enhance the worship experience for 
all.  This could be creating graphics and slides, volunteering to run the computer during Worship services, or lead 
media on special events we have here at our church.  Whatever the case may be, we need your help.  Training is 
available, so don't be intimidated.  Branch out and see how to worship God from a whole new perspective.  
 

Beau Dailey 
 
	  

 
 

United Methodist Women 
 

Please join us for a night of fellowship and learn more about our group’s mission purpose.  We would love to have 
you join our group and help us help others. Together we can make a difference. 
 
We would like to invite all women to attend our next meeting of the United Methodist Women on Tuesday, August 
16, 4:00 - 6:00 PM, in the Embers Room. 
 
             
                       Cathy Speer, Secretary 
                               United Methodist Women 
 

 

It’s Time to Celebrate! 
 
 
Join us for a gathering to celebrate God’s Kingdom work in Europe and learn how He is using Sharon 
Graves in Spain and across the European mission field on Sunday, August 7, at 6:30 PM at the Bethel 
Community Center, 126 Ontario St., Zanesville.   Hear about Sharon’s latest mission experiences, 
upcoming projects, and how you can partner with her to share the light of Christ in Europe.   
 

Please come!  Food, Fun, & Fellowship are Guaranteed! 
 

All we ask is that you R.S.V.P. your attendance to Kay Miller, lmille6@columbus.rr.com. 
 

 
 

  
 
 
    
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

August Anniversaries 
	  	   
  1  Brian & Amy Bergstrom, Frank & Lynn Fazakas 
  3  Tom & Rebecca Smith 
  4  Bryce & Jen Bronner 
  6  Gary & Barb Handshy 
  7  Doug & Debbie Pryor 
  8  Adam & Liz Siddle, T.J. & Amanda Williams 
  9  Chad & Gina Jerles, Bob & Sonnie Karr 
11  Brian & Kelly Law 
13  Keith & Lindsay Roe 
14  Jim & Shirleen Morehouse 
16  Allen & Lori Smith 
20  Scott & Paula Frank, Larry & Sue Stall 
21  Mike & Jen Dale 
23  Chad & Jennifer Lawson, Kevin & Kathy Valentine, 
      Mike & Dee Welsh 
24  John & Mary Lambert 
25  Brian & Becky Clawson 
26  Herb & JoAnn Chambers 
27  Dave & Marla Morris 
28  Adam & Jessica Murgittroyd 
30  Tim & Rhonda Reed 
31  Kevin & Micki Curry, JR & Leslie King, 
      Marvin & Angie Smith 

 

August Birthdays 
 

  2  Patricia Corder, Sue Stall 
  3  Elya Curry, Burl Lemon, Lindsay Roe 
  4  Tori Dennis 
  6  Marlene Daniels, Randy Spring, 
  8  Yetta Lynn, Crystal Swope 
  9  Gary Ball, Teresa Freeman 
11  Keith Roe, Melissa Slack 
14  Brian Bergstrom, Kylie Jones, Fred Kennedy, 
      Amy McDaniel, Wendy Shreve   
15  Dick Spung  
16  Craig Kokensparger, Cathy Longwell, Julie Wofter 
17  Chuck Yontz 
20  John Lambert, Jennifer Lawson, Dick	  Newlon,	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Ellen Propp   
22  Loren Anderson,Mylie Swauger, Abby Swingle 
23  Stephen Baker, Christy Sidwell 
25  Robin Fisher 
26  Anthony Kinner, Karen Wood 
27  Terra Armstead, Chastity Johnson, Vickie Kokensparger,  
      Carolyn Pennington, Cori Wilkes 
28 Sherry Hamilton, Vickie McConnell 
29  Mary Morgan 
30  Dorothy Cook, Breanna Humphries, Levi Staker 
31  Kevin Curry 
 

August Dates to Remember 
 
 

August 8-9 – 6:00 PM 
Fair Stand Clean-up  

 

August 13 – 10:00 AM 
Fair Stand Final Prep  

 

August 14 – 20 
Join Us at the Fair Stand!! 

 

August 21 - 8:15, 9:45, & 11:00 
Backpack Blessing 

 

August 27 – 7:00 PM 
Married People Date Night 

      
  


