
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
The year of 2016 is here and it is always interesting how stepping into a new year causes each of us to pause and think 
through the things we would like to change in our life.  This often leads to setting new goals in the form of New 
Year’s resolutions.  Funny how we can change anytime, but somehow the start of a new year just seems like the right 
time to start something new.  It feels like a good time to push the reset button on things and start afresh, whether it’s 
getting into shape, quitting a bad habit, losing weight, spending more time with our kids, etc.  Think about it – does 
deciding to eat healthier and starting a new diet the week of Thanksgiving seem like the right time? 
 
In some way, shape, or form we all seek to change, to get better, and to grow.  We see how well other people are 
doing or how they seem to have it together better than we do in an area, and we get this big idea of the changes we 
want to make.  However, we quickly get overwhelmed and intimidated at the big steps it probably took for them to get 
there.  We work at it for a few days or for a week or so and get discouraged, because it just seems too huge for us so 
we give up and are right back to where we started.  This is why most New Year’s resolutions fail, because we have an 
unrealistic picture of what it is going to take to get there and we try to do it under our own power and strength.  
 
We think it’s the big things and big changes we need to get the results we want, but often it’s the small things that no 
one sees that result in the big things everyone wants.  If you want a different year and to make changes, it’s the small 
choices and the simple decisions that make the biggest difference and lead to big results.  However, we can’t do those 
things in our own power and strength.  In our own strength we might be able to make some small changes here and 
there, but the improvements in our life will be minimal.  On the other hand, small things done in the power of God can 
totally transform our life and alter our destiny in amazing ways.  It’s the difference between trying to drive in a screw 
by hand or by using a drill driver.  Simple small changes in God’s power will make an incredible impact in our lives.  
 
For 2016 we are going to think big, but start small, in the power of God. “Do not despise these small beginnings, for 
the LORD rejoices to see the work begin,” (Zechariah 4:10).  We are going to do this by focusing on our thoughts, 
because what we think impacts the words we speak.  We are going to focus on our words, because our words will 
influence our actions.  We are going to focus on our actions, because they form habits and our habits can alter our 
destiny.  We aren’t going to be setting New Year’s resolutions, but rather focusing in on one simple word that would 
define our year.  This simple word will guide our thoughts, our words, our actions, and our habits, and will ultimately 
influence our destiny.  It is going to be manageable, practical, and in the power of God, completely life transforming.  
Come and join us on January 3rd for this new sermon series called, “Simple Choices, Big Results” as we take small 
steps toward a big new life.  Consider God’s promise: “being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you 
will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Phillipians 1:6).  Get ready to think big but start small 
and live with a Holy anticipation of God’s transformation in us.  
 
 
Blessed and Barefoot, 
Pastor John 
 
 

Join us on Sunday!  8:15, 9:45, or 11:00 AM 
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South Zanesville Food Pantry News 

 
As I sit writing this article, we are in one of my favorite times of the year.  While I am a "Summer Girl" at heart, I love the 
holidays. I love getting to spend extra time with family.  When we get together we sometimes get very loud, but that all 
goes with being a family, and since my kids live out of state I love getting to spend time with my extended family. 
 
I am also glad I have a church family that I can rely on at any time.  I want to thank my church family for all you do for 
the South Zanesville Pantry.  During the month of September, my bank account was running low and the shelves were 
getting bare.  While planning a fund raiser, we started to get some food donations.  Then, the order sheets had some 
reasonably priced food.  This started a snowball effect.  In the past couple of months, I have been able to order a ton of 
food, and monetary and food donations have started to come in.  My shelves are well-stocked and we are able to give our 
clients extra items in their food baskets.  Not only that, but when I came to church, my pantry bin was totally full of food.  
Just when we think that we don't have enough food to get through God does provide.  With an increasing number of clients 
within the past 6 months, it makes us feel good that we are able to provide all that we can to our clients. 
 
Again we THANK YOU from the bottom of our hearts for all you do for the pantry.   We are a 501(c)(3) non profit, so 
most every item we get, if it is not donated, I have to purchase. 
 
THANK you again for all you do! 
 
Jill Crippen 
South Zanesville Pantry 
Coordinator 

Children and Family Ministry 

   
 

 
Happy New Year! We are excited to begin another calendar year with the families of Rolling Plains.  We have many 
exciting new opportunities to learn from and spend time with each other throughout 2016.  I encourage each of you to 
join Rolling Plains Children and Family Ministries on Facebook.  We have found this is one of the easiest ways to stay 
in contact, build community, and alert you of any scheduling changes.   
 
Be on the lookout for information on four Married People events scheduled in 2016 and a new parenting event with 
programming provided by Doug Fields.  Also, Kidstuf continues in 2016 as well as Fusion and six Family Fun Night 
events.  
 
That was a sneak peek at 2016. Here is a reminder of the most current events: 
 
Kidstuf Family Experience – January 3rd at 9:45 to 10:45 AM  
Skate Night at Lind Arena – January 17th at 4:00 to 6:00 PM  
Married People Date Night – February 13th at 7:00 to 9:00 PM 
 
We also wanted to let you know that beginning January 3rd the Nursery, during the 8:15 service, will move to on-call.   
If you require nursery care during the 8:15 service, please go to the Welcome Desk and inform the Hospitality 
Attendant you need Nursery care and they will contact me immediately. 
 
Many Blessings in 2016, 
Heather Matarazzo 
 
 

 
 
 
	  
	  

Another year is in the books and another one is coming for which we need to get ready.  The year of 2015 brought a 
lot good things to the youth ministry at RP; a whole new batch of 6th graders, more crazy games (Slip N Slide 
Kickball), new experiences, and of course more growth in our spiritual lives. We were blessed to be able to travel to 
North Carolina and serve the Cherokee Nation people. We had a whole new batch of Confirmation students, and we 
were still able to have fun while doing all of it.  
 
With the new year looming and looking ahead things will again be different and bigger.  January starts with a group of 
college students traveling to Atlanta to go to Passion (If you don’t know what that is, Google it.).  Hopefully this trip 
will become an every-year event.  The structure for classes is going to evolve a bit as we continue to grow. RPG has 
moved to Sunday nights, which now includes splitting up the age groups a bit, thanks to wonderful volunteers. Sunday 
morning class remains at same time but new fresh content. And of course the calendar will be full of events for service 
as well as fun, so stay tuned and involved by checking out our website, Facebook page, and the bulletin board outside 
of the youth room.  
 
Looking further ahead into 2016, be preparing for the Summer Mission Trip.  Details will be coming soon about 
location and price.  Also in the Spring there will be another chance for students to attend Chrysalis.  There will be 
more baptisms at Lake Isabella in the Summer, and the Fall will bring yet another chance to go through Confirmation. 
If you have questions, comments, concerns or are interested in leading as an adult, feel free to contact me at 
beau@rollingplainsumc.com. 
 

In Christ,  
Beau Dailey, Director of Student Ministries 

 

 

Brenda Robinson 
    (from Marietta) 
 David Smitherman 
    (from NC) 
Noah Williams 
    (from NC) 
	  

Haiti Mission Trip 
 
We are making final preparations for our Haiti 
mission trip. It will be on Jan.16 - 23. Those 
who are going on this trip are:  
 
Gene Hartman                
Haley Andrews 
Alexis Wiseman 
Pat Wiseman Jones 
Mark Burrier 
Tim Swingle 
Patti Strickler 
Marci McGuire Jones 
 
 
We will also be meeting up with Kris and 
Kendra Kemp in Haiti who will be preparing 
for their future mission work there.  Please 
keep us in your prayers now and when we are 
in Haiti being God's hands and showing God's 
love to the Haitian people, 
 
Thank you  
Gene Hartman - Team Leader 
	  

Advent Conspiracy 
 
I’m writing this article during the week prior to December 20th, our 
Advent Conspiracy collection week.  I find that I am in my own advent 
period, a time of waiting and watching what God will do through you, 
God’s beloved daughters and sons.   
 
I find myself praying more for the children in Liberia who are 
malnourished and hungry: “Holy God, how many meals will we be able 
to pack on Saturday, February 6?”  I find myself praying for the 
followers of Christ in Vietnam and asking God to give us the abundant 
and humble blessing of building a safe structure where they can gather 
and worship the Holy One.  I find myself praying for the scared and 
displaced children of Syria asking God that we would be the light of 
Jesus and send resources for them to go to school to learn and witness 
the love of Jesus Christ in action.  I find myself praying and thanking 
God that we can never out-give the One who provides everything.  In 
this advent of waiting and watching I know that you, the people of 
Rolling Plains, will rise up and answer the call of God:  “Then the king 
will reply to them, ‘I assure you that when you have done it for one of 
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you have done it for me.’” 
Matthew 25:40.  It is my humble privilege to serve our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ alongside you. 
 

Nancy Amos, Associate Pastor 
Rolling Plains Church 

	  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
United Methodist Men 

 
We had our first meeting on Sunday, December 6th.  There were 8 men in attendance. We had a brief business 
meeting and decided to do a bulb sale this Spring.  Our next meeting will be held on Sunday, January 3rd at 7:00 
AM in the Embers Room.  Please mark your calendars and plan to attend.  We will be discussing what paths of 
service to the community that we will be taking. 

 
In His Service 
Tim Collins 

 

Dear Rolling Plains Family,  
The day has come! The Kemp’s are moving to Haiti! Most of you have walked 
this journey with us, as we have felt led to an overseas mission field. We cannot 
thank you enough for your prayers, support, and guidance. We are very excited! 
We want to fully update you on the details and ask for your continued support and 
involvement as our family embarks on this adventure.  

o As a family, we will serve as missionaries in Haiti with Servants in 
Fellowship Ministries. We will maintain residency in both Haiti and the 
U.S. 
 

o Kris will work closely with Greg Benson on the construction of new 
homes for Haitians who still live in tents/tarps. He will also help with the 
teams coming to build. Kendra will play a supportive role to Kris, Greg, Cathie, and Servants in 
Fellowship. She will manage the family’s travel and missionary logistics as well as continue to mother, 
school, and care for the girls. The girls will concentrate on school, building new friendships, meeting and 
greeting teams, and playing with kids in the villages where new homes are built! As a family we will use 
our daily routine and relationships to be witnesses for Christ! 

 

o It is our prayer that Rolling Plains not only be our Sending Church, but also that you go with us in Spirit, 
Prayer, and close relationship and contact.  
 

o We are seeking prayer partners who will continue to love, encourage, and support our family in prayer 
during this great new adventure! This is and will be a huge adjustment, but we know that the prayers of 
God’s people will clear the path.   

 

o We are seeking Churches and individuals to partner with us in monetary support. We are praying for 
monthly supporters, but will joyfully accept one-time gifts. All financial gifts should be referred to 
Servants in Fellowship Ministries with the name “Kemps” in the memo. SIF is a tax-deductible 501c(3). 

 

o In February 2016, we will make our first trip as a family to Haiti! 
 
In Matthew 28:19, Jesus gives Christians a task to carry out. He says, “Go and make disciples of every nation…” 
Our family has been listening for how God wants us to be obedient in this call. Right now He is calling us to go 
to Haiti. He is leading us to share our hearts, our talents, and our time with the people as we come alongside them 
in their challenging moments. God has asked our family to do life with the families, men, women, and children 
we will encounter in Haiti. 

You know the struggle and challenge the country and people of Haiti face every day. You’ve seen the pictures, 
and have read or heard on the news of the devastation that the 2010 earthquake left. Teams from Rolling Plains 
have been sent and have come back testifying about what they witnessed in person.  
Most of us cannot relate to what the people of Haiti have experienced and continue to experience today. In 
America, we do not worry about where to sleep or the inability to send our children to school.  
This Church has played a part in discipling people in Haiti by praying, sending teams, and raising funds to build 
new homes. Rolling Plains will experience a new role by sending our family as missionaries to Haiti.   
We thank God for all the people in this Church who come alongside someone in discipleship. We ask you to 
continue seeking God for how He is leading you to make disciples and we thank you for sending us to Haiti as 
we do the same.  

Here are a few resources for further information: 
 

Kemp’s Website - http://www.spiritledjourney.com/               SIF Website - http://www.sifministries.org/ 
 
Kris & Kendra Kemp 

 

 
Anniversaries 
15 Roger & Catherine Moore 
18 Dan & Debbie Goins 
23 Nick & Nicole Fink 
	  

 
Birthdays 
     
  1 Randy Humphrey, Chuck Moreland 
  2 Heather Matarazzo 
  3 Ray Lavy, Chad Seastrand, Terry Singer 
  5 Ray Smith 
  6 Darla Bonifield 
  9 Jim Geyer, Sharon Graves, Stephanie Handshy 
10 Tom Smith, Delbert Smith 
12 Hope Novaria, Cathy Speer 
13 Dalton Macenko, Jesse Parrill, Teri Zachariah 
16 Diane Burrier, Gene Hartman 
17 Karrie Brewer, Roxanne Miller, Darcy Searl, 
            Charlie Young 
18 Heather Collins, Denny Neff 
19 Alice Hunt, Shelba Kane, Susan Reese, Jennifer Ziel 
20 Jacob Kirkbride, Larry Stall 
23 Jordy Anderson, Judy Barnhart, Marilee Spung 
24 Lindsey Cornett, Mary Lambert, Trudy Reed 
26 Cindy Scott 
27 Kang Kim, Krystal Lent, Mary Kathryn Parrill 
29 Sue Demp, Sebastian Gaskins, Gloria Lacey, 
            Larry Miller 
30 Debbie Goins, Bailey Wilkes 
31 Lara Bunting, Cheryl Rinne, Wendy Roll, 
            Elizabeth Rupe 
 

 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
_________________ 

 
KidStuf 

January 3 – 9:45 AM 
• 

Family Fun Skate Night 
January 17 – 4 to 6 PM 

 
 
 
 

Gene & Linda Hartman have 
reported that the final count on the 

Operation Christmas Child  
shoeboxes given by the Rolling Plains 

congregation was 852!! 
 

THANK YOU to all those who 
contributed to help us beat our goal. 

 
 

 
 
 

JANUARY	  

If you have a birthday or anniversary that is not 
listed, please notify us by calling 740-453-4192 or 
by emailing us (office@rollingplainsumc.com) and 
we will update our database accordingly. 
 
All children and youth under the age of 18 are 
automatically excluded from these lists, due to our 
Safe Sanctuary Policy, which has been put into place 
in order to protect our children.   
 



 
 

 
Bethel Community Center 

Praise Be to God for His Blessings 
 

As I write this I am so filled with awe and amazement at how God answered our prayers for gifts for the Bethel 
children and families.  Many of you at Rolling Plains and others from area churches, organizations, and 
individuals gave generously so that we could have a Christmas Dinner with a Worship Candlelight Service and 
bring in Santa with gifts for all.  Your heart would have melted if you had heard our children sing Christmas 
songs at our Christmas Celebration.  Thanks to June Smith and Sondra Graves who taught and led this precious 
“choir”.   
 
 I have been praying for weeks for provision and for new leadership so that we can take our mission to love our 
Putnam neighbors to the next level.  I have been praying that we become a stable and sustainable presence.  It has 
been a challenge to get the word out to you at Rolling Plains and to the Zanesville Community about why we are 
present and what we are doing.   
 
So, if someone asked you, “What is Bethel Community Center?” what would you say?  If someone asked you 
how Bethel gets the funds to operate, what would you say?  We asked our community members who came to the 
Christmas Celebration these questions. Here are just a few of their answers: 
 

• “It is a place for children to come and socialize and learn about things including Bible study.” 
• “They have a fun after school program. My daughter goes for stories and fun crafts and her favorite is learning 

about God.” 
• “It is a Godsend.  The people and curriculum are wonderful.” 
• “It is an awesome community center for children run by some wonderful people.  It is a safe place for children after 

school.” 
• “It is a safe haven for kids to go to so they can learn and be taught about God and also to eat and feel the love from 

those that work there.” 
• “It is a great place and kids love it.” 

 
As for funding, the community members are not really sure about that.  Some said we get donations, grants, and 
federal money.  In reality, donors who have tender hearts for children and families who need “community” in the 
truest sense fund us.  Rolling Plains Church gives to us as a part of its local mission outreach effort.  Other area 
churches, local organizations, and donors fund us.  We are funded by special events, which we hold throughout 
the year.   We often do not know for sure where the support will come from, but we praise God that we have no 
debt and we are able to provide our After School Program and monthly family events.  We walk by faith that 
when we are on mission with God, the provision will come.  We are just now moving to the level where we can 
employ two part-time positions.  Our vision is this will bring us greater stability and growth.  If you want to know 
more about Bethel, please come and visit.  We are open every day at 4:00 until 5:00 PM, Monday through 
Thursday.  We follow the Zanesville City Schools schedule.  We are located at 126 Ontario Street, which is 
across from the Putnam skate park. 
 
As we enter 2016, pray for us for our $100,000 miracle.  That will help us “grow up” to be a presence that can go 
both deeper and wider to share the love of Jesus with our Putnam neighbors.  Thank you again for all the ways 
you have generously reached out to Bethel with your giving, your prayers, and your presence. 
 
Kay Miller,  
Executive Director 

 
 

 
PENIEL MEANS REVIVAL 

 
One thing I have observed in the Bethel area of the RP outreach is a very descriptive word – loneliness.  This state of 
poverty was expressed when I once exited onto Underwood Street from I-70.   I came face-to-face with a man and his 
cardboard sign, saying he needs work and food.  He is lonely.   He might well be playing the part of Jacob the Patriarch, 
inan encounter in a dream with God at a place called Bethel.  He jolted from his sleep and said, “God is in this place!”  He 
had just left home and father Isaac, and had traveled back to the land of his forefathers.  He met a distant family relative at 
the community watering well.  Through her family, he earned 20 years of prosperity – very good for a country boy.  He 
made it big – cattle, family, and inheritance.  
   
God remembered the vow Jacob made to Him and reappeared with a new announcement.  God told him to go back to 
Bethel.  Jacob well remembered that first night out in the desert alone and also remembered the blunder with his brother, 
Esau, whom he swindled out of his right to the family inheritance.   His past was not forgotten.   Word came to him on his 
return to Bethel that his brother, Esau, lives on the route to Bethel with 400 men.  Jacob’s conscience told him that Esau has 
a reason to fight for his share of the inheritance.  What is his strategy now?  He places his servants with his herd of animals 
to wait for Esau and hides his family in a safe place.   Then he flees to hide himself. 
 
“And Jacob was left alone [well, not quite].  And a MAN [God] wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. When the 
man [God] saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he 
wrestled with him.  Then he said, ‘Let me go, for the day has broken.’ But Jacob said, ‘I will not let you go unless you bless 
me.’   And he said to him, ‘What is your name?’ And he said, ‘Jacob.’”  [real ID, a con man, a swindler, etc.]	  Then he said, 
‘Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.’   
…So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel, saying, ‘For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life has been 
delivered.’”   He learned that God is a God of grace and forgiveness (Get the full story in Genesis 32 ESV). 
 
Now, some 1800 years later, let the LONELY soul look beyond a cardboard sign and see the same MAN in the New 
Testament in the Book of Hebrews, chapter 11.  He is still wrestling and invites us to wrestle with Him. “But without faith 
it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is [exists].  And that He is a rewarder of those 
who diligently seek Him.”  Peniel is a now thing.  The same MAN (God) exists.  He comes and He wrestles, and He 
rewards.  “Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit.” (Eph. 6:18)  How long?  How much prayer?  Until 
you have “the peace of God that surpasses all understanding.”	  
	  
There is a Peniel, His promised reward.  That is REVIVAL. 
            Loren Anderson 
 
 

Media Team 
Volunteers Needed 

	  
In this world, where technology continues to evolve and take over more of our lives, I welcome you with the idea of 
serving on our media team here at Rolling Plains.  
 
If you have wanted to serve but were unsure as to how, or unsure if you are comfortable being in front of people, this 
could be your answer.  The Rolling Plains Media Team is behind the scenes, yet a crucial part of the ministry here 
each week.  Whether it is running the sound board, creating slides for the sermon, or controlling the lights the media 
team is heavily involved in worship.  If you love computers and technology, this is the perfect opportunity to support 
your church.  If you have no idea what a computer is, but are interested, this could still be for you.  Hands-on training 
for any new leader of the media team is what it takes to teach how to use the software and programs that help to make 
our worship times flow.  So, if this sounds like an interesting opportunity for you to serve, please contact Beau at the 
church or by email, beau@rollingplainsumc.com, to get plugged in. (See what I did there.) 
             

Beau Dailey 


