
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Maranatha Sisters & Brothers! 
 

When you hear the word church, what comes to mind?  Many people would think of a building with high ceilings 

and a steeple.  Others might think of programs, worship styles, traditions, or liturgies.  Some might feel a sense 

of hurt, because of painful experiences with the local church in their past or a relative’s past.  There would be 

some who would consider the church to be a great social justice or advocacy organization, along with other not-

for-profit organizations.  Whatever it is that comes to mind about the 21st century church, more than likely it is 

vastly different than the Church that Jesus started in the 1st Century.  
 

Back then it was much simpler.  The church was a movement built on a single event in history and a simple idea.  

It was a movement based on the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the idea that Jesus was who He said He was—

the Son of the living God and Savior of the world.  It was not a building or liturgy or tradition.  It simply was a 

powerful movement of God in Jesus Christ with a singular mission.   It was a mission of the great commission—

to take the good news of the resurrection to the world and make disciples of Jesus Christ.  
 

The problem is that in the last 2,000 years the church has experienced a lot of pain and struggle, and in many 

cases has lost its way.  The root of that issue is that the church is made up of people.  Anytime people are involved, 

things are going to get messed up.  Eventually, rather than a movement, buildings started being built and people 

started controlling God’s Word.  Personal access to God was limited and controlled by a hierarchy.  The church 

became an institution, led by priests who enjoyed indulgences.  Thankfully, the Protestant Reformation happened 

and gave everyone access to God’s Word and a personal direct connection to God.  Despite our best human efforts 

to mess things up, God’s movement has not died.  God will always be on the move and He can’t be stopped.  
 

“And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 

overcome it.”  Matthew 16:18  
 

God’s promise remains fulfilled today, as you and I get to be a part of this great movement.  That is because there 

has always been a faithful remnant that believe Jesus is the Son of God and was raised from the dead for the sins 

of the world.  There has always been a faithful remnant that carries the truth of God’s Word – that Jesus is the 

only way for eternal salvation.  Yes, people have messed up the church, but it is God’s people that form the 

movement of the Spirit of God called church.  The church isn’t a building, it is God’s unified people on His 

mission.  
 

We live in an ever-increasing secular culture and in response, many local churches have become dried-up 

institutions serving a worn-out religion.  So many people would rather not waste their time with such a powerless 

organization.  As we step into the New Year, it is the perfect time for us to reimagine or Rethink God’s Church.  

Pray about inviting your friends and family to Rolling Plains to experience a new sermon series beginning January 

7th called, Rethink Church.  The series will be based on the book of Acts and an energetic study of the very first 

church Jesus started.  This new movement, which began over 2,000 years ago, will inspire us to re-examine our 

thoughts on church and keep us on track with God’s amazing intentions for our future together at Rolling Plains 

UMC.  I look forward to the journey that God has in store for us in 2018. 
 

Come on God! 

Pastor John         

January, 2018 
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So many ways to Come, Connect, Grow, and Go! 
Join us for our new Sermon Series entitled “Rethink Church” 

beginning Sunday, January 7th, 2018. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Right Now Media is a wonderful, online tool for anyone who calls Rolling Plains Church 

their church home.  If you are interested in seeing what Right Now Media has to offer, send 

us an email to Missy@rollingplainsumc.com and include your email address.  Missy will 

then send you an invitation with a link to Right Now Media.  You will then be able to check 

out well-known authors and speakers like:  Andy Stanley, Francis Chan, Beth Moore, Dave Ramsey, Bill Hybels 

and Max Lucado.  These presentations come in the form of Bible studies, kids’ videos, and leadership events.  

Ask anyone who uses Right Now Media and they will tell you that it is a must-have in any home.   
 

 
 

Inclement Weather Policy 

 
As Winter has finally caught up to us here in Ohio, we'd like to remind everyone that Rolling Plains will continue 

to hold Sunday services as scheduled during inclement weather, unless Muskingum County is under a Level Three 

Snow Emergency. 

 

We encourage you to take precaution and use your best judgment when deciding to venture out to church in bad 

weather.  The Lord knows your will and your heart, but also your limitations. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The Rolling Plains United Methodist Women have been busy attending area 

bazaars to meet the needs of our local and global missions.  We are happy to 

report that we met our pledge to missions in 2017. 
 

In December, we did lots of baking for the He-Brews Café and the Christmas 

Cantata, as well as cooking for Bethel and for our December potluck.  We 

also delivered cookies and poinsettias to those who are unable to attend 

church.  
 

Our newly-elected officers for 2018 are: President, Vicki McConnell; Vice-President, Angie Morosko; Treasurer, 

Anita Allard; and Secretary, Glenda Scott.  We will not meet in January or February, but will resume meeting the 

third Tuesday of each month in March. Women of all ages are welcome.  
 

Blessings,  

Angie Morosko, Secretary 
 
 

 

 Operation Christmas Child 
 

We received 620 shoeboxes from our church in November.  When children open one of those boxes, they will be 

so excited to see all of the gifts and they will feel God’s love come pouring out of each box.  
 

Thank you so much for your generous support of this great ministry. 

 

 May God bless you, 

 Gene and Linda Hartman 

 

 
 

 

Do This in Remembrance Of Me… 
 

These are the words that are engraved on the beautiful altar in our sanctuary.  The altar is made from the old and 

the new.  Some of the wood is from the trees that were standing in the front yard before our addition was built.   
 

Pastor John has been teaching about the abilities and skills it takes to be a carpenter.  We certainly have evidence 

of that in our midst.  The altar is a place where we humble ourselves.  Our tithes and offerings are placed on the 

altar.  When we partake of the communion elements, they are placed on the altar.  On our altar we have an opened 

Bible, the light to our path.  There is also anointing oil on our altar, so that those who are being prayed over can 

be anointed for healing.   

 

Our new altar is a beautiful work of art,  

ut it represents so much more – it is a reminder that 

we do all these things “In Remembrance of Jesus”. 

 

Pat Wiseman-Jones 

 

 

 

Birthdays 
 

1 Alex Ford, Sheridan Wilson 

2 Heather Matarazzo 

3 Ray Lavy, Chad Seastrand, Terry Singer 
4 Chris Huff 
5 Ray Smith 

6 Darla Bonifield 

9 Jim Geyer, Sharon Graves 

10 Tom Smith, Delbert Smith 
12 Cathy Speer 

13 Jesse Parrill, Teri Zachariah 

14 Andrew Presley, Brittany Rice 

16 Diane Burrier, Gene Hartman 
17 Karrie Brewer, Roxanne Miller, Darcy Searl, Charlie Young 

18 Heather Collins, Denny Neff 
19 Alice Hunt, Shelba Kane, Susan Reese, Jennifer Ziel 

20 Larry Stall 
23 Jordy Anderson, Judy Barnhart, Marilee Spung 

24 Lindsey Cornett, Mary Lambert, Trudy Reed 

26 Cindy Scott 
27 Kang Kim, Krystal Lent, Mary Kathryn Parrill 

29 Sue Demp, Gloria Lacey, Larry Miller 
30 Debbie Goins 

31 Lara Bunting, Don Rice, Cheryl Rinne, Elizabeth Rupe 

 

 

Anniversaries 
 

  7 Jeff & Joyce Krouskoupf 

15 Roger & Catherine Moore 
18 Dan & Debbie Goins 
23 Nick & Nicole Fink 

 

 

If you have a birthday or 

anniversary that is not listed, 

please notify us by calling 740-

453-4192 or by emailing us 

(office@rollingplainsumc.com) 

and we will update our database 

accordingly. 

 

All children and youth under 

the age of 18 are automatically 

excluded from these lists, due to 

our Safe Sanctuary Policy, 

which has been put into place to 

protect our children. 

 
  

 

The Well Service 
Sunday, January 7th @ 6:00 
PM in the Worship Center 

Join us for a 
time of Prayer, 

Praise, and 
Healing 



 

 

Attention Rolling Plains men!  Here is an update on what's happening. The UMM 

congregated at Tina's in Avondale for a breakfast meeting on December 3.  This was 

my last meeting as president.  There were 11 men present and we decided that we 

will be serving the lunch at Christ's Table on the first Saturday in January (1/6/18).  

We will be meeting at Christ's Table at 9:30 AM on that day to prepare sandwiches, 

heat up soup, and make the serving line ready.  We will be serving lunch from 11:30 

until 12:30. 

 

Our next regular business meeting will be held in the Embers Room on Sunday, Jan. 7, 2018 at 7:00 AM with 

our new president, Tommy Botts, taking the lead.  Hope to see you there! 

 

In His service 

Tim Collins. 
 

 

 

 

 
“Let There Be Light” at 

 
 
Our mission at Bethel Community Center is to be a place of light in the 

Putnam neighborhood.  At a time where there is much darkness in this world 

and perhaps even in our own neighborhoods, it is a blessing for us to be a 

presence of light. Being a Christian-based non-profit organization, we are 

intentional about sharing Jesus, the Light of the World, but in reality we seek 

to be a physical presence of light and safety as well.  We have been most 

fortunate to receive a grant from The Energy Coop Round Up Foundation, 

which has enabled us to significantly improve our lighting and our security 

system.  With our previous poor outdoor lighting, it was very challenging for 

children and families to see when leaving after dark.  Now we have made 

significant upgrades with the lighting you see here at our entrance as well as 

inside, with new energy-saving and brightening LED ceiling lights.  We were 

also provided with lighting on all exterior sides of our building and with a 

wireless camera security system. 
 

It is our vision for 2018 that our program opportunities grow deeper by developing supportive relationships with 

current children and families, and that we grow wider by making connections with more neighbors. We are in the 

process of doing a community survey to identify their needs and interests. We strive to be a brighter light that 

beacons people here to be “in community” with one another. 
 

4H at Bethel 

We have a 4H Club at Bethel.  They meet on Wednesdays, from 4:00 to 5:15 PM. This club, for third-twelfth 

grades, works on a “common” project, beginning in January and ending in May when project judging is done. 

This club is open to any child or teen who seeks to be in 4H Club.  The project this year is "Snack Attack" (Healthy 

Snacks).  For more information, contact Beth Jackson at 740-454-0279 or eejackson@gmail.com. 
 

Kay Miller, 

Bethel Board Member 

 
 

Journeyers and Fellow Travelers 
 

Once again the Journeyers, Coburn Cruisers, and folks from Central Trinity are planning trips for 2018.  These 

trips are open to the adults in our congregations and in our community.   We realize that there are people who 

have not reached the age of 60 who like to travel, and this gives them an opportunity to do so. 
 

Diana McCloy, Mary Longshore, and I want to give you an overview of what is coming in 2018.  We have four 

trips planned, which I will highlight for you in the order they will take place.  More information will become 

available when we receive our fliers from the tour company.  We would like for you to mark dates of the ones you 

might be interested in.  We will also try to plan some day trips for those who are not interested in the longer trips. 

 

1. Gettysburg, PA.  –  April 9-12, 2018:  This trip will include “Jesus” at the Sight and Sound Theater, in 

Lancaster, Pennsylvania.  We will be staying in Gettysburg and will be touring that area.  We will be 

visiting museums and battlefields.  We are excited to go into this new area and get to see “Jesus'” birth, 

death, and resurrection. 
 

2. Alaska - August 23-September 3, 2018:  This trip will include air, land, and a seven-day cruise.  We will 

fly out of Columbus.  The cruise will be aboard the Norwegian Jewel.  There will be choices as to where 

on the ship you want to be.  It will be priced accordingly.  You do need a passport to take this trip.  We 

will visit Denali National Park, which has tram rides and tours of Alaska wildlife.  
 

3. Israel – October 3-12, 2018: (optional 5 days, 4 night extension to Jordan).  This is one of my favorite 

trips ever!  It completely changed the way I read the Bible, when the Bible talks about the Sea of Galilee, 

Jericho, Caesarea, Jerusalem, and Bethlehem.  These are just a few of the places we will visit.  Our tour 

company will pick us up at the church, take us to the airport, and will provide our ride home after the trip.  

I do have the fliers for this trip and they will be put in the mail after the first of the year.  Also, there will 

be an informational meeting on January 29, 2018 at 6:30 PM in the Embers Room.   
 

4. Nashville, Tennessee – November 28-30, 2018:  We will be staying at the Gaylord Opryland Hotel.  We 

will see a Christmas dinner show, view two million lights, have an opportunity to do some Christmas 

shopping at the Treasures for the Holidays art and crafts show, and of course a show at the Grand Ole 

Opry House or the Ryman Auditorium. 
 

Just as soon as we get our fliers, they will be available to you.  If you have any questions call Pat Wiseman Jones 

740-453-5849 or Diana McCloy at 740-607-5824. 
 

It is my hope that you had a wonderful Christmas and that you have a blessed New Year. 

 

In His Service 

Pat Wiseman-Jones 

 

 

  

BETHEL COMMUNITY CENTER 
A Local Missional Outpost  

 

January 22nd 

at 6:30 PM 

in the Embers Room 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy New year from the Finance Team. 

 

Thank you for your support in 2017.  It has been 

amazing to see what God has been able to do through 

your generosity here at Rolling Plains and throughout 

our local community.   

 

Beginning in 2018 your giving statements will begin 

to look a little different.  Tax laws are always 

changing and we must change with them.  If you 

would like to donate money to Bethel Community 

Center, Lifewell, South Zanesville Food Pantry or 

other local charity, we would encourage you to mail 

your donation directly to them.  These organizations 

are 501c3 and will be able to provide a receipt of you 

giving.  We are no longer able to include those 

donations on your giving statement at Rolling Plains 

because they are not gifts to Rolling Plains 

 

The Finance team, 

JoAnne, Nellie, Beth and Kevin 

 
 

The Prayer Team hopes you had a blessed Christmas and are expectantly waiting  

for the Lord to speak as we listen. 

  

The "prayer focus" for January is Missions.  We have so many opportunities to serve in the mission field:  In 

other countries, our country, our state, our county, and our community.  Do you ask the Lord during your 

devotional time to use you for His kingdom?   He will show you opportunities when you ask.  We have teams 

going in different directions the first quarter of 2018:  Liberia in Dec/Jan; Haiti in Jan; Louisiana in February; 

Mexico in March and again in May.  Every day there is someone in our community who needs to be touched 

by the hands and feet of Christ....and that's you. 
 

You may not be on one of the mission trips but your role in these trips is vital - intercessory prayer - standing 

in the gap.  Remember when the Lord spoke with Abraham about His plan to destroy Sodom, now why would 

the Lord reveal His plan - because God desired Abraham to intercede.  It was not so His servant could criticize 

the world, but so he could intercede for mercy.  Remember, God delights in mercy (Micah 7:18).  Abraham 

didn't pray in anger, instead he appealed to the mercy and integrity of the Lord.  He first asked if there were 

50 righteous men would the Lord spare the city - the Lord agreed.   Then he asked about 40, then 30, then 20, 

and finally 10, and the Lord agreed.  So, pray for those going on the mission trips, those countries, and those 

who cross their path. 
 

Time and again throughout Scriptures the Lord proclaims an ever-present truth about His nature:  He is slow 

to anger and abounding in loving kindness (Ex 34:6).  On God's scales, wrath is on one side and mercy on the 

other.  Mercy far outweighs wrath.   Mercy always triumphs over judgment. (Jas 2:13).  Christ, the second 

person of the Trinity, is God in mercy form.  He is God, loving the world, dying for its sins, and paying the 

price for redemption.  Christ is the mercy of God satisfying the justice of God.  
 

So, friends, you are invited to join us to pray together on every Thursday morning at 7am and the 

4th Monday evening at 6:30pm.  There is such power in praying together, so I hope you will be able to join 

us.  If you have a loved one who has not accepted Christ as their Savior, let us join with you in prayer on 

Sunday morning, Thursday morning, and/or on the 4th Thursday evening. 

  

May each of you experience the presence of the Lord and walk in his Mercy and Grace. 

 

Creative Worship Workshop 

 

On Saturday, January 20th Rolling Plains will 

host a free Creative Worship Workshop from 

9:00AM – 4:00PM.  If you are already part of 

our visual design, communication, or media 

teams we would love for you to attend as we 

learn as a team.  If you are thinking about 

volunteering in one of these areas, this will be a 

great opportunity.  No need to fit into any of 

these categories to attend.  Spend the day 

with creative worship specialist author and 

worship coach Jason Moore. 

Presenter, Jason Moore is an award winning 

digital artist who is passionate about creating 

worship that speaks to the visual world we live 

in.   

He has designed worship with such leaders as 

Adam Hamilton, Tony Campolo and Len 

Sweet.   Please write “Creative Worship 

Workshop” on the back of your Connection 

Card if you would like to attend. 

 


