
  

Maranatha Sisters & Brothers! 
 

In God we still trust 
 
The other day I opened a box of Little Debbie Oatmeal Creme Pies for a reunion with a snack I hadn’t had for 
some time.  What popped out surprised me as it barely filled my hand.  The first thought that came to mind was, 
when did these pies shrink to the size of a silver dollar?  My second thought was, oh my, how inflation and the 
cost of living is increasing rapidly.  Maybe you haven’t noticed but fast food chains are having a hard time hiring 
for more than $12 per hour.  A 4’ x 8’ sheet of OSB plywood is $50, when not too long ago they were about $8. 
The price of homes has gone through the roof and finding a used car for a reasonable price may be a thing of the 
past.  The supply chain and lead-time for items purchased is struggling and we find ourselves paying more for 
less at almost every turn.  Friends, these certainly are uncertain and crazy times.  
 
Our first human response in the face of such instability and uncertainty is concern and fear.  Secondly, we 
attempt to try harder to solve these problems in our own strength.  Take for example, the government shutting 
down our economy and then the response to fix it was to stimulate our economy by giving away free money and 
significant unemployment benefits.  In many cases these things have contributed to an accelerated rise in 
inflation, and a lack of motivation by some to seek employment.  Clearly, we can’t look to humanity for solutions 
to the problems we ourselves have created.  Thirdly, our response in times like these is to cling harder to our 
stuff and grasp even more tightly to our resources.  Given all that is going on, and all that is before us in our 
nation’s economy, and our personal fiscal lives, is it still “in God we trust” for you and your household?  
 
“In God we trust” is our nation’s motto, and it appears on our nation’s currency.  Ironically, when it comes to our 
fiscal lives it may be the place we trust God the least.  Who are we looking to in these financially uncertain and 
concerning times?  Now is not the time to grasp more tightly in our own power and strength to the thing that 
concerns many the most, our fiscal lives.  But now, more than ever, we must take what we have and put it in 
God’s hands, and trust Him with it even more!  We must look to the teachings, precepts and promise of our 
Creator, God to solve the problems we’ve created.  We need a supernatural power and authority to help us live 
healthy fiscal lives.  However, that means we must submit every area of our life to His will including our finances.  
 
Do you find it ironic that the place God can help us the most, and see the most significant transformation in us, 
is a place churchgoers shy away from?  Why is it we get so agitated when our churches and preachers talk to us 
about money and handling it in a way that honors God and brings us freedom and peace?  There is no topic God 
covers more in the Bible including “love” than money, and possessions.   
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I’m inviting you to a 3-week sermon series in October that seeks to help us bring healing, peace, and joy into 
an area that is so concerning and broken for so many.  As we react to concerns by grasping more tightly to our 
resources, we will use the very motto on that currency to guide and lead us to let it go to God.  We will be 
claiming, “In God we STILL trust.”  There is no better time to shore up our fiscal lives in the will and teachings 
of God than right now.  We need God and we need His Son to show us the way in the area that consumes our 
minds and hearts the most, and the area we often want to hear from Him the least.  Lord, help us handle our 
fiscal lives in a way that honors you and brings healing, peace, and abundance.  We need you God.  
-Amen!  As for me and my house it is still, “In God we Trust!” 
 
Come on God! 

 
Pastor John  
 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

  1   Shawn Bash, Mari Grant 
  2   Emma Latier, Jessica Murgittroyd, Ashley 

Yontz 
  3   Mary Morgan 
  4   Gina Jerles, Amy Smith, Tammy Smith, 
  6   Joe Daniels, Shelia Smith 
  7   Julie Darner, Haaley Holcomb,  
 Heather Moorehead 
  9   Daniel Curtis 
12  Christopher Merlo, John Roberts 
13  Marsha Archer, Tim Reed 
14  Ciera Raines, Lydia Reynolds 
16  Peyton Alice, Leigh Spring,  
 Danielle Thomas 
17  Ari Taylor 
18  Tiffany Miller 
19  Michelle French, Ruth Hartman, 
      Nellie Krigbaum, Carol Macenko, 
      Todd Thompson 
21  Jan Harlan, Sandy Hayes 
22  Beth Davis 
24  Doug Fink, Ryan Thompson 
25  Kendra Kemp, Savannah Sheppard,  
 Abbie Wood 
26  Erin Wood 
27  Shelly Dodge, Jeff Flinn, Bruce McConnell 
28  David Birkhimer 
30  Cody Beisser, Roni Lowry, Pauletta Reed 
31  Barb Knox 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 3   Chad & Danielle Seastrand 
 4   Chris & Amanda Jarvis 
 5   Harry & Patti Strickler 
11  Andy & Becky Curtis 
11  Mark & Linda Swauger 
16   Tim & Amy Smith 
21  Ross & Linda Huggins 
23   Steve & Jill Crippen 
24   Tim & Tonda Adams 
25   Kevin & Vickie Franklin 
27   Harold & Judy Barnhart 
 

 
OCTOBER IS 

PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH 
 
 

Clergy Appreciation day is October 10th, and all of 
October is celebrated as Clergy Appreciation Month. 
The celebration was established in 1992 with a mission 
of uplifting and encouraging pastors, missionaries, and 
religious workers.   
 

If you would like to get a card to Pastors John Alice, or 
Dick Newlon you may bring your card in and place it in 
the basket at the Welcome Center  -OR- you may go to 
our website https://www.rollingplainsumc.com and 
click on Pastor Appreciation Month and send a card to 
them electronically.   
 

As always, please keep our pastors and their families 
in your prayers. 

 



 

 
 
 
Dear Friends of Bethel Community Center, 

We are so excited to welcome back our students from last year and some new ones!  We began our after-school 
2021-2022 program on Monday, September 13th.  Bethel is in desperate need of volunteers to help us run the 
program.  As part of our Safe Sanctuaries policy, two background-checked adults must be present at all times that 
students are at our center.  If you are interested in volunteering a couple hours a week, month, or occasionally, please 
contact Amanda at 740-252-6009 or Breann at 740-487-8526.  
 
Our after-school program will be Monday-Thursday from 3:00 to 5:30 PM.  This program is designed to welcome 
students in Kindergarten through 12th grade, and assist them with homework, give them an opportunity to relax in a 
nonjudgmental environment, and learn the love of Jesus.  
 
Check back next month to see how our programming is coming along! 
 
Blessings, 

Amanda Hatfield
Executive Director 

 
 

In 2005 Rolling Plains embarked on a $1.6 million building project that is now our current sanctuary, Embers Room, 
Lobby,  Kitchen, and several other multipurpose rooms.  Thank you for your continued contribution towards our 
ability to someday “Burn that Note” on our capital debt.  We are getting closer each and every week, and your 
giving, above and beyond your normal tithe, is making a difference.  We currently have $390,917.05 left to pay 
down in order to reach our goal.  Please pray for God’s great provision for our church, and about how God can 
use you to get this number to zero.  Come on God!    

 

South Zanesville UMC Food Pantry is blessed to be doing a Holiday Box again this year for our clients in 
November!  If you would like to help by donating food, the following would be appreciated: 
Jell-O; pudding; cake, brownie or cookie mix,  
or monetary donation and we can get what is needed. 
 

Dates for the holiday boxes:  
Monday, November 8th & Tuesday 9th (9:00 AM -Noon) ~ make boxes (360) 
Friday, November 12th from 9:00 AM - Noon  
  (end time depends on number of volunteers) ~ set-up  
Tuesday, November 16th from 9:00 - 10:30 AM? ~  packing boxes  
Friday, November 19th beginning at 8:00 AM ~ distribution day  
 

Please call or text us (Joyce Krouskoupf @ 740.819.3361),  
if you are interested in volunteering for any of the following:  set-up,  
packing, and/or distribution day, (or anytime).   

 

126 Ontario Street,   
Zanesville, OH 43701 

(740) 297-4795 
facebook.com/bethelmissioninc 

 
 



God is one of a kind, with no beginning and no end.  Everything God has created is unique and one of a kind, 
including people created in God’s image.  Every person is an original reflection of God in how they love, care for 
others, imagine, create, and solve problems.  To see how we can do this well, we should look to Jesus.  Jesus showed 
us what it means to be created in God’s image in the way He loved all people and helped people feel like they had 
value—no matter who they were or what they had done.  We can reflect this as we discover who we’re meant to 
be and live out the individuality God gave us.  
 

“How You made me is amazing and wonderful.   
I praise you for that.   What You have done is wonderful.   

I know that very well.”     Psalm 139:14, NIRV 
 

The Pre-k through 5th grade classes will be focusing on “Individuality” as the virtue for the month of October. 
INDIVIDUALITY - Discovering who you’re meant to be so you can make a difference. 

 
 

Week 1 

BIBLE STORY:  Image of God - Genesis 1:26-28 

BOTTOM LINE:  You were made in God’s image. 

 

Week 2 

BIBLE STORY:  Matthew 9:9-13 

BOTTOM LINE:   Knowing Jesus changes how you 
see yourself. 

 Week 4 

BIBLE STORY:  Timothy - 1 Timothy 4:12 

BOTTOM LINE:  You can make a difference right 
now. 

 

Week 3 

BIBLE STORY:  Lydia - Acts 16:13-15 

BOTTOM LINE:  Use your gifts to help others. 

 

Week 5 

BIBLE STORY:  One Body, but Many Parts - 1 
Corinthians 12:12-27 

BOTTOM LINE:  We can use our gifts together to 
make a greater difference. 

 -From Orange 252 Curriculum October 2021 

 

If your child or teen is interested in being in the  
Annual RP Family Ministries Christmas Pageant please contact  

Heather Matarazzo - Heather@rollingplainsumc.com 
 



Our Sunday Morning Middle School group will begin a new discussion series in October titled, “In Charge“.  “In 
Charge” is a 3-week series about authority.  Our goal in this series is to get our middle schoolers thinking and 
talking about who is in charge, and then to challenge how they think about authority.  
 

A new command I give you: Love one another.  
As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 

John 13:34 NIV 

WEEK ONE 

SCRIPTURE:  Matthew 28:18 NLT  

BOTTOM LINE:  Jesus is the example of good 
authority. 

 

WEEK TWO 

SCRIPTURE:  1 Samuel 24:4b NLT  
1 Samuel 24:12-13;15 NLT 

 
BOTTOM LINE:  You can always choose to be 

honorable. 

 

WEEK THREE 

SCRIPTURE:  Matthew 22:35-40 NLT 
             2 Timothy 1:7 NLT 

 
BOTTOM LINE:  Lead with love. 

 

-From Orange xp3 Curriculum Fall  2021 

Here are a few event reminders: 

October 8th and 15th  - InZone  
Contact Heather Matarazzo to serve. 
 
October 29th @ 6:30 PM - Family Night Out 
(Pictionary) 
 
Contact Heather Matarazzo to sign your family up to 
play. 
 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated to, or 
helped pack the Festival of Sharing School 
Supply Kits.   
 

We were able to pack 113 kits for students, 
to inspire hope, and bring a touch of human 
kindness to them.  On Tuesday, September 
14th the kits were packed up and delivered 
to their next stop. 
 



 

So, the Muskingum County Fair has come and gone.  From set-up to tear-down, tractor pulls to rodeos, we 
want to THANK each and every volunteer who came out all week long to help make the day- to-day 
operations of corn husking and cleaning, kitchen cooking , serving, table waiting, and stocking, run 
smoothly. 
 

Thank you, also for all the behind-the-scenes tasks like pie baking, grocery running, financial support and 
lots of prayers!  We definitely couldn’t have done it without every single one of you! 
Praise God! 
 

Thank you all, again, from the bottom of our hearts!  Looking forward to seeing you in 2022!  God bless! 
 

Gayle & Keely Kirkbride 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
"This Little Light of Mine, I'm going to let it Shine," was the program theme at our annual picnic on August 
24th.  What a fun time!  We were small in numbers, but big in our hearts as we held paper lanterns high in the air 
and sang this song.  We promised ourselves to let our lights shine so others could see Jesus in us. 
 
Our hostesses for the evening were Ruth Hartman and Beulah Strickler.  We voted to participate in the October 
30th Coburn UMC Holiday Bazaar.  It will be held at Coburn Church on from 9:00 AM-3:00 PM.  Our table will be in 
the Wilson Center.  Please, Rolling Plains, come and support us.  We will have our famous RADA knives and 
beautiful, useful crafts to sell. 
 
The Memory verse the youth are working on this month describes our UMW to a tee.  It reads, "WORK AT 
EVERYTHING YOU DO WITH ALL YOUR HEARTS.  WORK AS IF YOU WERE WORKING FOR THE LORD."  Colossians 
3:23A, NIRV.  That's us, United Methodist Women.  Always working for the Lord. 
 
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, October 19th in the Embers Room  
from 5:00 – 7:00 PM. 
 
Have a blessed October! 
 

June M. Smith 
 

President, Rolling Plains UMW 

Women’s Brunch 
October 23rd 10:00 AM – Noon 

 

Worship, prayer, food, fellowship, and a message 
from God’s word. 

 

“Conquering our Mountains” 
 

 Tickets will be sold in the Lobby on  
Sundays, October 3rd, 10th, & 17th         

$3.00/person 
 

Contact Terra Armstead (740-704-6144) with questions. 
 



 
Out 150th Anniversary Celebration was a big success.  The picnic shelter was filled with people, others sat under 
tents listening to music provided for us by Gary Handshy and his friends.  Music was great , Gary.  Thanks!  Food 
was prepared and served by the United Methodist Men.  Thanks men, you always come through!  Outdoor games 
were provided for adults and the children, organized by Heather Matarazzo.  Thank you, Heather! 
 
One of our highlights was hearing the church bell ring at 5:45 PM to bring the people into the sanctuary for the rest 
of the program.  Thanks to Tim Swingle and Don Rice for fixing the bell! 
 
We were blessed to hear from 4 of our previous ministers that evening:  Rev. Paul Ashbrook, Rev. Dick Storment, 
Rev. Joe Miller and Dr. Brian Law.  They all had some funny things to share as well as serious stories.  it was great 
to have them with us!  We were blessed to have Rev. Mark Chow, District Superintendent with us as well.   
 
Hymn singing was led by Pat Wiseman-Jones and Sonnie Karr.  Thanks, ladies, for your help!   Thanks to Karen 
Shaffer, for loading the song lyrics and other items on the Power Point for us, plus assisting me  on the organ for 
our special song, and hymns.  Thank you, Van Slack for being “Master of Ceremonies” on Saturday night.  Thanks, 
also to Greg Miller for running the sound track.   
 
A special thanks to Kevin Franklin for ordering the cake and all items necessary for the celebration, and for the 
special Anniversary DVD.  Kevin made this for us as a keepsake.  Great job, Kevin!  Thanks to Vicki Franklin and her 
team for serving the cake and punch, plus all the cleaning after the celebration.  Thanks to Missy Beckert for putting 
together the Anniversary Booklet at the last minute to be given out Saturday night and Sunday morning. 
 
I was blessed to have a committee of 21 people to work on this with me.  They worked for hours sorting and 
organizing the old pictures and arranging them on poster boards to be viewed by everyone.  Becky Jewell created 
a quilted wall hanging with pictures of the church ranging from the 1st building to the present.  It is beautiful!  
Thanks, Becky.   
 
As you can tell this was a group effort.  I am blessed!  Thanks to Pastor John and Pastor Dick for their love and 
support throughout this project.  We cannot leave God out, for He worked through each of us to make this happen.   
 
God bless each one of you.  Blessings always, with thanks and love. 
 

Dorothy Morrison 
 

Church Historian 
 
 

 

A special bouquet of flowers was sent to Linnie Slack from 
our church, in honor of her being the “oldest living 
member” of Rolling Plains Church.  Linnie will be 96 years 
young on December 24th.  Please shower her with cards to 
brighten her day now and then. 
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