AUGUST 2022
Maranatha Sisters & Brothers,

FINDING REST
It’s hard to know what’s missing when you can’t see it. There is something that every one of us desires, but we have
no idea how to get there. What is missing is rest, and the human race has so much trouble finding it. That is why God
doesn’t just suggest we rest. God commands that we rest. The fourth of the Ten Commandments is the longest of all
four and is also the only one that begins with the word, “Remember.” Why? Because out of all of them, the command
that we forget to follow the most may be the one that we need the most. To rest in the Lord.
Right about now you are probably thinking, “I don’t have time to rest. There is too much going on. If I stop,
everything might fall apart.” Friends, if we don’t rest WE might fall apart. Rest is something we must intentionally
seek, otherwise it will never happen. The natural tendency and flow of the human life is toward chaos and busyness.
We wear our busyness like a badge of honor. It is more noble to work hard than it is to rest. We make statements
like, “No rest for the weary.”
And yet! People are running on fumes; we are worn out, mind, body and soul. All the while, we are running 100
miles an hour daily and living a 24/7 lifestyle. Our lives and the Holy Spirit of God are screaming at us to rest, and
yet we have no idea how. God made it easy. The Lord our God has set aside one day in every seven for us to rest. It
is a stop day. It is a day to remain at home, shut off the cell phones, cease from doing, and just listen to the birds
chirping or feel the grass between our toes, or do what Jesus did and take a God glorified nap. Oh friends, how our
lives are missing a true Sabbath rest.
Did you know that on the seventh day of creation our Creator God rested? In doing so he was not displaying weakness.
No, God was displaying the greatest strength of all. When God could keep producing, keep creating, keep doing, he
instead showed the enormous strength of refraining from what He could keep doing. There is a lesson to be learned
from our God. Is it possible the greatest display of strength we could show is to refrain from continuing to do what is
still out there to be done, and stop and experience true Sabbath rest? In a culture and society that is always on the go,
I can’t think of anything more bold and brazen than to decide to stop and rest.
The devil will try and shame you for taking a break. He will whisper in your ear that you don’t have time for a true
Sabbath day every week. Then again, he has always tried to get you to break God’s commands. But our God has not
just told us to rest, He himself has modeled it. Not only is there no shame in resting, it is a part of our spiritual DNA.
God has built it into the core of our being. Because God practiced rest and lived the Sabbath, that makes Sabbath rest
Holy. Because, everything God does is Holy. So when we practice the Sabbath, we are doing what God did and
therefore are keeping it Holy as the fourth Command tells us to do.

Rest in God’s invitation. True rest is our desire. Biblical Sabbath rest is God’s command. In the month of August,
during our sermon series Finding Rest, we are going to learn to do the impossible and reclaim the fourth
Commandment. We are going to dare to fly in the face of a culture of productivity that defines purpose and meaning
through work—laying brick after brick every day of our lives. Sadly, this same culture has no idea why we are
working or who we are ultimately working for. That is why a stop day is so important. We stop, so we can rest. We
rest so, we can refocus. We refocus, so we can know what our purpose is and who we are living and working for.
You need rest, friends. And there is good news! God wants to give it to you. A true Spiritual rest that will replenish
your soul, revitalize your weary bones, and lift the heaviness that is pressing on your mind. You and your schedule
(that you set by the way) are the only things standing in the way. So stop, rest, come to church, and discover what is
missing, and what God has commanded us. Sabbath rest!
Come on God!

Pastor John
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DJ Harris, Kalli Sidwell
Sue Stall, Mason Swauger
John Kelso, Burl Lemon, Lindsay Roe
Marlene Daniels, Randy Spring
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Kevin Curry, Ashley Wiseman
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Shawn & Melody Maynard
Tood & Julie Sands
Gary & Barb Handshy
Cydney Paxson & Cody Sterling
T.J. & Amanda Williams
Chad & Gina Jerles, Bob & Sonnie Karr
Christopher & Amanda Merlo
Keith & Lindsay Roe
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Allen & Lori Smith
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Kevin & Kathy Valentine
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Dave & Stephanie Taylor
Herb & JoAnn Chambers
Dave & Marla Morris
Kevin & Micki Curry

To: Our pastors, staff, & church family,
Thanks for all the prayers, get well cards, birthday
cards, anniversary cards, phone calls, & yummy food &
cake!
Friendship and love!
Charlie & Beulah Strickler

Church-Wide Baptisms & Class

Lead Team Applications

It has been a wonderful church tradition to meet
together for a church-wide picnic and baptisms
every year at Lake Isabella on the Sunday after
Labor Day weekend. This year we will be
gathering on Sunday, September 11, 2022, at
4PM.

Our Rolling Plains Church Nominations Team will
soon be receiving applications for the 2023 Lead
Team. If you believe you have the call, gifts, and
skill-set to serve on this wonderful team, please
pick up an Application and Selection Criteria in the
church office beginning Sunday, August 14th.

If you or your child are interested in baptism,
please mark your calendars for a time with Pastor
John on Sunday, August 28th at 11:15 AM (right
after church) in the Embers Room. Please contact
Pastor John at the church office, 740-453-4192, if
you plan to attend. If you cannot make the
meeting, Pastor John will connect with you at a
different time.

The deadline for turning in an application is
Sunday, September 4th. If you have any
questions about the process, please feel free to
contact Pastor John at the church office, 740-4534192.

BURN THAT NOTE!
You might be aware that we still owe on our worship
facility addition that was added in 2006. Thank you
for your continued financial support in helping us to
“Burn That Note” as soon as possible. From a $1.6
Million build you have now paid it down to
$267,570.45. Praise God!
We look forward to the day we can free ourselves
from this debt and be ready for God’s next best
investment for the future of Rolling Plains Church
and our ministry to our community and world. If you
are giving God’s minimum in the Biblical tithe
through His local church, perhaps God wants to keep
stretching you. Please prayerfully consider a
monthly contribution in giving to paying down our
Capital Debt and join us in “Burning That Note”.

Bethel Community Center – A Local Missional Outpost
126 Ontario Street, Zanesville, OH
Bethel is doing big things!
It's hard to share all of the big things happening in our tiny center this year! Bethel welcomed 26 area youth
for our 2022 Summer Program. Our students ranged from Kindergarten to 6th grade and all have had a
wonderful experience.
We had leaders from the Perry County Board of DD who taught our kiddos "The Academy for Leadership
Abilities", twice a week for the first 4 weeks of the program. Each student graduated from their "Superhero
Academy'' during the final ALA week.
We had a presentation from Wild at Hart animal rehabilitation, and students learned the importance of the
rehab for sick and injured animals who are native to our area. They even shared a couple recovering flying
squirrels with us!
One special day, we road-tripped to the Morosko farm for some paddle boating, fishing, trampoline jumping,
go-karting, swinging out over the pond and grilling out. Thanks to Dick and Angie Morosko for having us!
The next week we traveled to the Muskingum County Family YMCA for some basketball and pickleball in
the gym and swimming in their indoor pool. The YMCA allowed us to visit and use their facility for 2
hours for free! The final week of our program includes a fun water day and pizza party!
July 11-14 we will take interested students to a VBS program at St. Paul's UMC in Roseville where we will
work alongside St. Paul's leaders and a Praying Pelican Missions Team.
Some of the big news we get to share is our upcoming food programs that will start up soon. "Healthy
Choices" is a program we will put on with funding help from the United Way of MPM. We will take Putnam
community members to farmers markets and grocery stores to get them healthy food options. We could still
use monetary donations to cover utilities and staffing since this program funding is solely for food and fuel.
"Food For All" is a program funded by the J.W. and M.H. Straker Charitable Foundation where we will
prepare and distribute emergency food boxes for members of the community.
A great way you can help with these new programs is by donating money or hygiene items. We would like
to have hygiene items on hand to give to those in need due to the grants being strictly for food. If you would
like more information or to donate, please call or text Amanda at 740-252-6009 or
email bethelmission126@gmail.com.
Thank you for supporting Bethel and it’s amazing mission!
Blessing,
Amanda Hatfield

Executive Director

THE 2022 MUSKINGUM COUNTY FAIR - SUNDAY, AUG. 14th – SATURDAY, AUG. 20th
The Muskingum County Fair is just around the corner. We look forward to serving our community, and raising funds
for our Missions Ministry, while having great fun and fellowship. Many hands make light work and we could certainly
use yours. We hope you will join us. Helping at the Fair Stand is a great way to bond with those in our church family
and to make new, lasting friends!
In order to do this, we need your help. We need folks to wait tables, work in the kitchen, prepare the stand, clean up
the stand, and support us with prayers, monetary donations, and as runners (runners will pick up items from various
places and deliver to the corn stand during fair week). Pies and other desserts are also a great need. We will need
at least 15 pies every day of the Fair.
There are sign-up sheets in the Lobby for the work shifts and pie schedule. We welcome Small Groups to sign up and
serve together, as well as adults and older children who are members of your family.
On August 8th and 9th at 6:00 PM we will be cleaning the stand and will need lots of helpful hands for various jobs.
Friday, August 12th is delivery day. We will need several people to help put all our stock away once it is delivered to
the fairgrounds. Also, on Saturday, August 13th at 9:00 AM, we will be doing final preparations and will need several
volunteers to prep food items.
If you are able to help in any way or have questions, please contact Gayle Kirkbride (740-868-6483).
If you are volunteering during Fair Week, please take advantage of the Free Admission Promotions when you enter
the fairgrounds for your shifts. You can help others gain free entry to the fairgrounds by bringing in some of the
items needed and placing them into the boxes provided in the lobby.

As a reminder, here is a list of Promotional Days:
Sunday, August 14th: Veterans’ Day – Veterans admitted FREE all day*
Monday, August 15th: Fazoli’s Day – Bring a Fazoli’s breadstick wrapper for free admission 7am -1pm*
Tuesday, August 16th: Senior Day - All seniors 60 and over are admitted FREE until 5pm*
Wednesday, August 17th: Drug Awareness Day – “Fight the Hunger, Stock the Trailer” canned food
drive hosted by the JR Fair Board. Two cans of vegetables may be used for FREE admission, 7am –
1pm*
Friday, August 19th: Pepsi Day – One empty 20 oz. Pepsi product bottle may be used for FREE
admission 7am – 1pm. Ride wristbands are only $12 until 4pm today.

*No hand stamp for re-entry when promotional items are used for admission.
Have you ever wondered who waits at the altar after Pastor's sermon? We are your Prayer Team, waiting to pray, cry,
or praise the Lord with you. We are different ages and occupations. We are men and women who love Jesus and you.
Have you had a birthday lately? You should have received a card from The Prayer Team. If you didn't, please put your
birthday on a card and drop it in the collection box.
Have you ever placed a prayer request in the collection box or called the office with one? The Prayer Team is dedicated
to pray for your needs. We believe God hears us and will answer. We encourage you to share your heart with us.
We are your brothers and sisters in the Lord.
Last Spring we hosted a Prayer Seminar. We would like to offer more in the future. Please pray for us too.
In Christ, Marsha Marsh
If you have a desire to pray for or with others, no matter your prayer skill level, you can join the prayer
team by reaching out to a team member or contacting the Rolling Plains office.

A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE
IN THE FAMILY MINISTRY
Currently, we are looking for a Thursday night middle
school boys small group leader. Small groups meet from
6:30-8:00 PM on Thursday nights during the school
year. This is a great opportunity to get to know, influence,
and support the youth of Rolling Plains.
We also have Pre-School and Tech opportunities available
in RPKids beginning in September (once some of the teens
who serve on a regular basis head off to college).
Please see Heather Matarazzo or Chad Lawson if you
are interested in learning more.

Rolling Plains will be hosting InZone
following the home football games (9:30 –
midnight). This event is held at the church
to provide a safe and fun environment for
students in Middle School and High
School!
We need lots of volunteers during this
event to provide the students this safe, fun,
and loving atmosphere to relax and enjoy.
InZone dates are: September 9th, 16th,
October 7th, and 21st. Contact Heather
Matarazzo or text “INZONE” to 740-2653855.
In addition to weekly volunteers, we are
looking for someone to coordinate and set
up InZone. Please let Heather know if you
would like to learn more about this exciting
opportunity to show God’s love in a
practical way!

MISSIONAL INITIATIVES ~ Your Opportunities to Go
The Missional Initiatives Team members support and encourage all Christ-followers to
“live out” our mission statement: Go in God’s name and share the love of Jesus.
June Dawson Springs, Kentucky Mission Trip Recap
Thank you for your support of this very successful mission. We hung drywall and mudded for three days, giving
hope and a vision for what our homeowner’s new home is going to look like after the 195 mph winds and over 34
tornadoes in 24 hours destroyed their home and half of the town in December, 2021. Your donated gift cards which
valued over $1,000 will help rebuild so many homes.
Here are a few opportunities where YOU can be intentionally missional:
• Since there’s still so much to do in Kentucky, we are returning September 4-7. Anyone 18 years old or over, skilled
and unskilled, who has a desire to serve is welcome to join us. Contact: Nora Holtsclaw (440-552-7175).
• Connect with a student through Muskingum University International Friendships program. You will be paired
with a student from another country and will visit the student on campus on a regular basis. This personal
relationship helps those who need an adult friend while they are away from home. You may also plan off-site
experiences. For information on how to become a mentor, contact Laurie Kelly: 740-819-0537
• Serve at the Rolling Plains Corn Stand at the Muskingum County Fair (August 12-20). Profits from the corn
stand support local and global missions.
• Serve at Bethel Community Center After School Program (126 Ontario Street). For information, contact Director
Amanda Hatfield at 740-297-4795.
• Corn Stand Serving Challenge: The county fair is almost here. So workers are always needed to serve at the
RPUMC Corn Stand. This is a great way to serve while fellowshipping with others. The Missional Initiatives
Team is challenging each team, small group, or church group to work one shift at our corn stand. MIT will be
taking a shift. Can your group take just one shift? Let's help make this year's Fair Stand another successful one.
The profits support local and global missions.
You are invited to join the Missional Initiatives Team. Contact Laurie Kelly (ldkelly123@gmail.com) or Nora
Holtsclaw (njholtsclaw@gmail.com).
Kay Miller

Dear Church Family,
We wanted to say a big thank you for your prayers, cards, generous gifts and personal conversations in regard to
my re-retiring! We could not have provided the ministry without your support. Whether you received an Upper
Room, a card, a visit at home or in the hospital, or were greeted at the door, you all mean so much to us. We
plan to continue attending Rolling Plains. We have made so many precious Christian friends. As some of you
may know, we have a large family with four daughters and their families, including 9 grandchildren who are in
every sport and activity you can imagine throughout Ohio and on to Washington state. My re-retirement will
allow us to participate in their activities at a level that has been impossible for over 30 years!
We are praying for our continued Congregational Care Ministry through Rev. Russell White and Barbara.
God Bless you all,
Pastor Dick Newlon & Karen
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