JULY 2022
Maranatha, Sisters & Brothers,
The 4th of July is one of my favorite holidays. What a great reminder of what it took to establish America as
a free nation and the sacrifices necessary to establish a government of the people, by the people, and for the
people. Let us never forget the day we declared our independence from tyranny and established a Nation
under the divine authority of God. It might now seem foreign to many Americans, but the United States of
American was founded on the belief and the expectation of God actively involved in our Nation. Just look
at the founding document that started it all. The Declaration of Independence states…
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.
–That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men”
-Declaration of Independence
Look at those words! America was founded on the recognition that a divine creator exists and the belief that
He is active in our Nation. We declare that human rights, power, and authority come from God, not a King,
not a monarchy, not a president, but from our Creator God. This was the lasting intent of the Founding
Fathers who penned this document along with the U.S. Constitution and our Bill of Rights. Consider these
words from one of our Founding Fathers…
“I have lived, Sir, a long time, and the longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see of this truth—that
God governs in the affairs of men, and if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without His notice, is it
probable that an empire can rise without His aid?”
-Benjamin Franklin
Not only was God’s divine involvement in America the desire of those that founded her, but it is also God’s
desire too. Consider the very purpose for which Jesus was sent to this earth. The Bible reads, “For to us a
child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders (Isaiah 6:9) .” It is the belief
of those that founded this Nation and God Himself that God governs in the affairs of men and that power,
authority, morals, and blessings all come from Him! Let us use this as a reminder to constantly evaluate how
we are doing as a nation. Are we still “One Nation under God?” Is it still “In God we trust?” Is it still “God
Bless America?” These last words were penned as a poem that later became our unofficial national anthem,
“America the Beautiful.” In that song we sing, “God’s shed his grace on thee.” How important it is to be
reminded that our source of blessing and beauty is the very grace of God.

Sadly over the course of the last 70 years we have systematically rooted God out of our national
conversation. We have removed Him from our schools, our courts, and our civil government. As a result,
we have shifted our beliefs that our national conscious, our moral standards, and our source of blessings no
longer come from God. We have lost our awe of God and ignored His laws, and the results of that have
been painful. As you look at our nation today, have we ever needed God’s divine intervention more, and
have we ever asked for it less?
On July 10th we will begin a four-week sermon series called, “America the Beautiful.” This message series
will remind us what our Nation was founded on, where the source of our blessings come from, and what
makes this country so beautiful, our creator God. Let us humble ourselves, confess our sins, and get on our
knees to pray for God to reclaim the beauty of America with a fresh wind and fire of His divine power,
authority, and blessing once again.
Come on, God!

Pastor John

BIRTHDAYS
1
4
5
6

Shirley Rice, Mike Shaeffer
Lori Smith
Angela Morosko, Thomas Reed
Trevor Bergstrom, Linda Hatfield,
Amanda Jarvis, Pat Murphy
7 Danielle Morris
9 Austin Donley, Lee Martin,
Bryan Smith, Ray Snyder, Kyle Trout
11 Paula Frank, Jeff Krouskoupf, Amy Rosser
12 Jerry Stump
13 Betty Mason
14 Zhen Li, Steele Shreve
16 Dale Ann Strohl, Mike Murphy
17 Mary Robinson, Harry Strickler
18 Adam Armstead, Velma Higginbotham,
Dave Rupe
19 Bill Dalrymple, Matt Wood
21 Brandon Jarvis
22 Carol Denton, Roz Kennedy
25 Kala Parrill
26 Patty Roberts
27 Patsy Brock, Ed Kinsel, Rachel Matz
28 Hailey Swingle
29 Fred Beckert, Chris Burnes
30 Joe Martin, Rob Matarazzo
31 Angie Smith, Blake Swope, Kim Touvell

ANNIVERSARIES
8 John & Susan Roberts
17 Phil & Linda Kinner,
Charles & Linda Quinn
19 Bill & JoAnn Paisley
22 Dan & Kelly Morrison
24 Mark & Diane Burrier
Van & Melissa Slack
27 Kris & Kendra Kemp
30 David & Elizabeth Rupe,
Frank & Imelda Scurlock

If you have a birthday or anniversary
that is not listed, please notify us by
calling 740-453-4192 or by emailing us
(office@rollingplainsumc.com) and we
will update our database accordingly.
All children and youth under the age of
18 are automatically excluded from these
lists, due to our Safe Sanctuary Policy,
which has been put into place to protect
our children.

ROLLING PLAINS CORN STAND AT THE
MUSKINGUM COUNTY FAIR
The 176th Muskingum County Fair will be held Sunday,
August 14th – Saturday, August 20th.
The 2022 Muskingum County Fair is just around the corner. It’s never
too early to consider joining the RP Corn Stand Team. Many hands make
light work and we could certainly use yours. We look forward to serving
our community, and raising funds for our Missions Ministry, while
having great fun and fellowship.
In order to do this, we need your help. We will need folks to wait tables,
work in the kitchen, prepare the stand, clean up the stand, and support us
with prayers, monetary donations, and as runners (runners will pick
up items from various places and deliver to the fair stand during fair
week). Pies and other desserts are also a great need. We will need at
least 15 pies every day of the Fair.
There will be sign-up sheets in the Welcome Center soon for the work shifts and pie schedule. We welcome Small
Groups to sign up and serve together, as well as adults and older children who are members of your family.
On August 8th and 9th at 6:00 PM we will be cleaning the stand and will need lots of helpful hands for various
jobs. Friday, August 12th is delivery day. We will need several people to help put all our stock away once it is
delivered to the fairgrounds. Also, on Saturday, August 13th at 9:00 AM, we will be doing final preparations
and will need several volunteers to prep food items.
We hope you will join us. Helping at the Fair Stand is
family and to make new, lasting friends!

a great way to bond with those in our church

If you are able to help in any way, and have questions, please contact Gayle or Keely Kirkbride
(phone number: 740-868-6483).
INDEPENDENCE DAY

The Church Office will be closed Monday, July 4th so that the employees may
spend time with their families.
For
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Kirkbride at 740-868-6483. to
serve one another in love. Galatians 5:13 (NLT).

BURN THAT NOTE!
Many of you might be aware that we still owe on our worship facility addition that was added in 2006. Thank you
for your continued financial support in helping us to Burn That Note as soon as possible. From a $1.6 Million
build you have now paid it down to $271,929.52. Praise God!
We look forward to the day we can free ourselves from this debt and be ready for God’s next best investment for
the future of Rolling Plains Church and our ministry to our community and world. If you are giving God’s minimum
in the Biblical Tithe through His local church, perhaps God wants to keep stretching you. Please prayerfully
consider a monthly contribution in giving to paying down our Capital Debt and join us in Burning That Note.

The Importance of Prayer ~ By Billy Graham
As we begin each day, may we remember to start our day in prayer and in His Word. Billy Graham
reminded us about the importance of prayer when he said, “In the morning, prayer is the key that
opens to us the treasures of God’s mercies and blessings; in the evening, it is the key that shuts us
up under His protection and safeguard.”
Prayer is our communication with God. We can have the assurance that He hears our prayers and
knows our heart. According to 1 John 5:15, “This is the confidence we have in approaching God:
that if we ask anything according to his will, He hears us.”
You can have assurance that if you call on Him, He will be with you. Psalm 145:18 states, “The
LORD is near to all who call on Him, to all who call on Him in truth.”
God also wants you to be in communion with Him continually. Throughout your day, find time to
just talk to Him and include Him in all that you do. Thank Him for what He has provided and for
the people in your life. Colossians 4:2 states, ”Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and
thankful.”
We are also to pray for one another. James 5:16 says, ”Therefore, confess your sins to one another
and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power
as it is working.”
Our prayer for you is that you draw closer to God and your communion with Him. He loves you
and is faithful in His Word. If you feel lead to pray for or with others, please feel free to contact
your Rolling Plains Prayer Team. Have a safe and blessed day, and may God bless each and every
one of you. God is good!!
Philippians 4:13

The dollars you spent shopping at Kroger from February 1st through April 30th benefited Rolling
Plains in the amount of $64.49, with 25 households participating. Thank you for your support of
this ministry!
If you are not already enrolled in the Kroger Community Rewards program and would like to
participate, you can do so by visiting https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards.
A percentage of every dollar you spend will then be donated back to RP.

GOD BLESS AMERICA!
And He was handed the book of the prophet Isaiah.
And when He had opened the book,
He found the place where it was written:
The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,
Because He has anointed Me
To preach the gospel to the poor;
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,
To proclaim liberty to the captives
And recovery of sight to the blind,
To set at liberty those who are oppressed;
To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.
Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat
down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him.
Luke 4:16-20 (NKJV).

Missional Initiatives
Your Opportunity to Go
The Missional Initiatives Team is a group of people who join together to support and encourage all Christ-followers
to “live out” the “Go” part of the Rolling Plains Vision Statement: “Go in God’s name and share the love of Jesus”.
At this church we strive to be inwardly strong and outwardly focused.
Here are a few opportunities where YOU can be intentionally missional:
•

Consider connecting with a student at Muskingum University this Fall in a program called International
Friendships. You will be paired with a student from another country, who is attending Muskingum U. Your
commitment would be to visit the student on campus on a regular basis and learn about her/his interest. Then
you can plan off-site outings and experiences. This commitment is for the school year. More detailed
information will be provided. For questions contact Laurie Kelly.

•

Serve at the Rolling Plains Corn Stand at the Muskingum County Fair (August 12-20). We will have sign-up
sheets for various time slots. Profits from the corn stand support local and global missions.

•

Serve at Bethel Community Center (126 Ontario Street) for either or both the Summer Program and the AfterSchool Program. For information contact Director Amanda Hatfield at 740-297-4795.

If you have a vision for a new local or global experience, please contact us to let us explore your ideas. We know there are
many great opportunities to serve, but our goal is to focus on a few where we can consistently serve and go deep. Saying that,
we are open to other ideas.
If you feel a call from God to join the Missional Initiatives Team, you may contact Laurie Kelly (ldkelly123@gmail.com), or Nora Holtsclaw
(njholtsclaw@gmail.com). We meet as a group periodically in-person and via online meetings.

Kay Miller
Missional Initiatives Team member

Jennifer
Lawson
Nursery
Director

Peyton Alice
Pre-K and
Children’s Program
Director

Chad Lawson
Pre-Teen/Middle
School Ministry
Coordinator

HELLO BABY!
We want to pray for and celebrate your growing
family. Please let us know if you are expecting,
adopting, or adding to your family in any way. Please
share your exciting news with Nursery Coordinator,
Jennifer Lawson (jennifer@rollingplainsumc.com).
She will be sure your family is added to our nursery
prayer wall.

Danielle Morris
High School/Young
Adult Ministry
Coordinator
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Return Service Requested

To receive our newsletter by email instead, simply send an email to newsletter@rollingplainsumc.com
with “e-newsletter” and your first and last name in the subject line.

