
 
  

Maranatha Sisters & Brothers! 
 

Give me Courage  
 
So many of us are facing fiery trials, big dreams, and huge God assignments in our life.  To navigate each of 
these situations it requires a tremendous amount of strength and courage.  It can be kind of scary and 
overwhelming.  For me, leading God’s church through a Global Pandemic, with big challenges and changes 
always around the corner, is a huge assignment from the Lord.  I find myself regularly leaning into God for the 
courage and strength to live and lead well.  Courage isn’t the absence of fear.  Courage is the ability to remain 
faithful—trusting in God through whatever trial, dream, or assignment we are living in.  We live courageously 
as the presence of the Lord strengthens us.  At the end of Moses’ life and ministry he was passing the mantle of 
leadership to Joshua to finish the task of crossing the Jordan River and leading the Israelites into the Promise 
Land.  This meant that they would be facing and having to defeat tremendous fortifications and foes like the 
cities of Jericho and Ai.  What a huge assignment, what a big dream!  For certain, some fiery trials were to come.  
Here was Moses’ encouraging call to Joshua and his leaders:  
 
“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD your God goes with 
you; He will never leave you nor forsake you.”   -Deuteronomy 31:6 
   
Fear and discouragement can be a natural response to the big things happening in our life, but God’s Word to us 
in those moments is to seek His strength and courage as a result of knowing that He is with us wherever we go.  
That even when we can’t see or feel God’s presence, He has eyes on us and is with us.  I can relate to the Lion 
in the Wizard of OZ.  He is in a search for courage.  That’s often a part of my prayer life.  Lord, give me courage!  
I believe many of us are searching for the courage and strength needed to traverse the fiery trials, big dreams, 
and huge God-assignments in our life.  This is why we are going to spend the month of June in the book of 
Daniel.  Daniel and his friends are going to help us find courage and strength in the Lord.   
 
In the Bible, Daniel was described as a handsome, intelligent, quick-witted man of character, integrity, and 
conviction.  However, it was his courage that was most attractive of all.  As a young man Daniel was abducted 
by the Babylonian empire and removed from his home and all that was familiar to him.  He was enslaved and 
trained for three years to serve King Nebuchadnezzar.  While serving the king he witnessed his friends being 
thrown into a fiery furnace for refusing to worship an idol.  Later, under the rule of King Darius, prayer was 
outlawed and was punishable by death.  Daniel refused to quit praying because it was his daily habit to do so 
and is subsequently thrown into a lion’s den.  Through all of these different challenges and trials, God not only 
delivers Daniel but also gives him regular favor with the Kings he serves.  God also brings regular blessings into 
Daniel’s life.  Make no mistake about it, Daniel and his friends were men of courage.  
 
I know many of us are facing fiery trials and lion’s dens of our own.  Now, we may not get thrown into an actual 
furnace but perhaps our parenting challenges or our work place regularly feels like the heat is turned up. Most 
of us have never stared down actual lions that were in the position to eat us, but we do know what it feels like 
to be trapped in a situation with no end in sight, or surrounded by someone or something that is trying to devour 
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us.  The reality is that living the life God has called us to, no matter the challenges, requires strength and courage.  
Let us look to Daniel, to Joshua, and to others in the Bible to show us the way to a life of courage and strength 
in the Lord.  The Lord knows all of us need it because, like the lion in the wizard, we are begging for the courage 
and strength to live and lead well in this life.  I’m looking forward to sharing with you our June sermon series 
and study of the book of Daniel called, “Give me courage.” 
 
Come on God! 
 
 
Pastor John  
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In-person Vacation 
Bible School on the 

church lawn for 
children  

Kindergarten  
to  

5th grade. 
 

Just go to:  
rollingplainsumc.com  

and click on 
“Connect” and go to 

“Children & Family” 
to register your child. 

 

Each year, Heartbeats partners with local churches in 
Licking, Muskingum, and Perry counties to raise 
funds for the life-saving services provided through 
Heartbeats to abortion-vulnerable women and their 
families. Many families desperately need the 
resources and support Heartbeats provides! Because 
of the ongoing generosity of our communities, 
Heartbeats has been able to offer services at NO 
COST for over 50 years! 
 

“Bottles for Life” helps to teach and promote the 
sanctity of human life, and provides a meaningful and 
practical opportunity for individuals and 
families to demonstrate their compassion for the 
unborn and for families who have no one else to help 
them through their pregnancy and child rearing 
journey. services for 2021. She is 80% more likely to 
choose life when she sees her baby on an ultrasound!   

 
 

Use this link to GIVE:  GIVE to Heartbeats. 

Virtual Bottles for Life 2021 Campaign will run 
from Mother’s Day, May 9th through Father’s Day (June 
20th). Our goal this year is $99,000, to cover all medical 
services for 2021. 



  

 

Dear Friends, 
 
“In our hearts we often try to plan our own course,  
but it is always the Lord who establishes our steps.”   
Proverbs 16:9 
 

 
Every appointment season, we as pastors and parishioners tend to get a little nervous – wondering if we will 
get “the call”.   As you know, pastoral appointments within our United Methodist Church are always itinerant; 
meaning we move from place to place, wherever our gifts are needed. 
 
When we as servants of Christ, try to create long-term plans in our hearts, we can open ourselves to 
disappointment.  But when we entrust our lives to the Lord, God brings us and sends us to where we need to be 
– when we need to be there for the furtherance of His Kingdom.  Having this confidence in the Lord’s Plan helps 
to ease our anxieties and the pain of change. We are assured that every step we have taken in our current context 
has been fully orchestrated by God, and needful for the next leg of our faith journey. 
 
Friends, I have received “the call” and it is with sadness in leaving, but also with joy in knowing that the 
Lord has indeed ordered my steps. 
 
The Bishop and Cabinet have appointed me to serve as the Lead Pastor of Gaines United Methodist Church in 
Cincinnati, Ohio - effective July 1, 2021.  My last Sunday in worship at Rolling Plains will be June 13th. 
 
I thank God for sending Tommy and me to journey with the Rolling Plains Family for these past four years.  We 
have been blessed, loved, encouraged and strengthened through your kindness and commitment to Christ.  Thank 
you! 
 
I pray that my ministry gifts as your Executive Pastor have been a blessing.  I trust that we will have opportunities 
to share sentiments and to celebrate our journey together in the weeks to come. 
 
With Love and God’s Peace,  

Pastor Alethea 
  

 

United Methodist Women met in April and had such a wonderful time.    
We rejoiced in the fact that we could be together and share what had  
been happening in our lives.  We ate, laughed, shared our joys and  
concerns, and prayed.  What joy filled our hearts!   
 
Everyone received a new RADA booklet showing all the knives and goodies we have for sale.  So, if anyone is 
interested, please contact one of our UMW and see if there is anything you might like.  Our knives are so nice, 
make great gifts, and we'd love to show them to you.  This is how we make our money for the many missions 
we support.  
 
In these times of so many uncertainties it's so wonderful to know we have a constant in our lives...the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  So many times, in my anxious moments, I'm drawn to a Bible verse that I have up in my living room.  It 
is 1 Peter 5:7 that says..."Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you."  Immediately, my breathing 
slows as I am reminded that God is always in my corner.  Psalm 91 is also good to read when things become so 
overwhelming.  In this psalm we are given the words, in black and white, that God is our protector.  Praise the 
Lord!  
 
Looking forward to a great Summer! Enjoy the little things in life...for one day you'll look back and realize they 
were the big things. 
 

June M. Smith 
President, RPUMW 
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The dollars you spent shopping at Kroger from February 1st through April 30th  
benefited RP in the amount of $74.74, with 25 households participating.   
Thank you for your support of this ministry! 
 
If you are not already enrolled in the Kroger Community Rewards program and would like to participate, 
you can do so by visiting https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards.  A percentage of 
every dollar you spend will then be donated back to RP. 
 

 

Many of you might be aware that we still owe on our worship facility addition that was added in 2006.  
Thank you for your continued financial support in helping  us to Burn That Note as  soon as possible.  
From a $1.6 Million  build you have now paid it down to $40,5,938.51.  Praise God!  We look forward to 
the day we can free ourselves from this debt and  be ready for God’s next best investment for the future 
of Rolling Plains Church and our ministry to our community and world.  If you are giving God’s minimum 
in the Biblical Tithe through His local  church, perhaps God wants to keep stretching you.  Please  
prayerfully consider a monthly contribution in giving to paying down our Capital Debt and join us in 
Burning That Note.     
God is so good, friends! 
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Are you a planner?  Would you like to join the planning team for Women’s 
Events at Rolling Plains?  The Rolling Plains Women’s Ministry is looking 
toward having a planning meeting in June to get started on our next 
Women’s Ministry event.  If you think you might be interested in being a part 
of this planning meeting, please contact Terra Armstead (740-704-6144 or 
dtarmstead@yahoo.com).  
 

 
 

 

Text	PEACE	
to	

740-265-3855	

No	
commitment		

to	attend	first	class.	

Online classes begin soon! 

 



Please	visit	our	
website	to	register	

your	child	for	Nursery	
care.	

www.rollingplainsumc.com 

  

	
			2		 Tim	Collins,	Gary	Handshy,	Emily	Welsh 
			3	 Amy	Reed	
			4	 Christina	Johnson,	Kelly	Morrow	
			5	 Chris	Balsley	
			6	 Heather	Moorehead	
			7	 Mekinna	Davis,	Dee	Welsh	
			8	 Zach	Robinson	
	11	 Cecelia	Dorr,	Orlo	Freshly	
12		 Danielle	Seastrand	
13		 Allison	Purnell,	Ric	Roush	
14		 Connie	Fink,	Tom	Hatfield,	
							 Dean	Holtsclaw	
15		 Amanda	Merlo	
16		 Mallory	Spring	
17		 Debbie	Swingle,	Taylor	Touvell	
18		 Miranda	Reed,	Susan	Roberts	
20		 Erin	Alice,	Kelly	Morrison,	JoAnn	Paisley,		
	 	 Avery	Vaughn,	Logan	Watts	
21		 Judy	Martin	
24		 Brenda	Lemon	
25		 Thomas	Butcher,	Marci	Jones,	
	 	 Christopher	Lutger	
26		 Sonnie	Karr,	Kelly	Lee	
27		 Amy	Reed,	Rebecca	Smith	
28		 Linda	Kinner	
30		 Sheila	Weaver
 

	

	
			1		 Jason	&	Lara	Bunting,	Alex	&	Tierney	Ford	
			3		 Burl	&	Brenda	Lemon	
			4		 Charlie	&	Beulah	Strickler	
			5		 Gary	&	Sharon	Stall	
			6		 Kevin	&	Teresa	Bailey,	Chris	&	Jennifer	

Huff	
			8		 Robert	&	Anita	Allard	
1	0		 Dave	&	Terra	Armstead	
12		 Alan	&	Kathe	King	
16		 Joe	&	Nikole	Daniels	
18		 Neil	&	Lindsey	Cornett,	Dave	&	Gaylin	

Higdon	
19		 Fred	&	Missy	Beckert,	Tim	&	Cathy	Collins,	
							 Tim	&	Janet	Trout	
20		 Thomas	&	Alethea	Botts	
23		 Justin	&	Amy	Frame,	Don	&	Mary	Rice	
24		 Mike	&	Sue	Demp	
25		 Dan	&	Erica	Hughes	
26		 Joe	&	Frances	Martin	
27		 Matt	&	Lauren	Wood	
28		 Shawn	&	Shauntae	Bash	
29		 Mathew	&	Inzie	Browning,	Mike	&	Cathy	

Shaeffer,	
30		 Pat	&	Dixie	Murphy		
	 	 	
 
 

 

If you have a birthday or anniversary 
that is not listed, please notify us by 
calling 740-453-4192 or by emailing us 
(office@rollingplainsumc.com) and we 
will update our database accordingly. 
 
All children and youth under the age of 
18 are automatically excluded from 
these lists, due to our Safe Sanctuary 
Policy, which has been put into place 
to protect our children. 
 

 
Happy Father’s Day 
(Sunday, June 20th) 

 
"I will guide you in the way of wisdom and 
I will lead you in upright paths. When you 
walk, your steps will not be hampered, and 
when you run, you will not stumble." 
 

Proverbs 4:11-12 
 



 
  

Bethel Community Center – A Local Missional Outpost 
126 Ontario Street 

 

 
Dear Friends of Bethel Community Center, 
 
We have been busy at Bethel planning our garden and our Summer program, as well as helping our students 
finish up the school year strong. As school winds down, our staff and students are excited to pack up the books 
and jump into some fun programming! 
 
June 14th is fast approaching and Breann and myself plan to take a break from the hustle and bustle of the 
students to carefully plan out how the day-to-day will go for our 5-week Wonder World Funfest VBS program!  
 
The final day for the Summer program will be July 15th, and we will have another short break before hosting 
the first ever Bethel Fun Fest!  This will take place on Sunday, August 1st from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  
 
We hope to have many fun games and friendly competitions for kiddos, as well as yummy food, and some 
education thrown in as well.  The event will take place mainly outside, with the inside of the center open to 
those who need to cool off.  We will have tables available for our community partners to provide information 
and/or activities.  
 
Much more information is on its way to our partners, supporters, and families.  Watch for flyers, emails, and 
postcards with more details! 
 
As always, thank you all for your amazing support of all we do at Bethel Community Center! 
 
This year, the Bethel staff entered a team in the BBBS Bowl for Kid's Sake on May 6th!  See pictures below. 
 
Many Blessings, 
Amanda Hatfield, Executive Director 
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Oh my, how long has it been since we have felt safe to travel?  Perhaps 
some still are hesitant to take that step onto a bus, to be around others, 
stay in hotels, and enjoy shows and site seeing.  Perhaps others are 
busting at the seams to try to get back to normal. 
 
We have all had the opportunity to have the virus shots.  There will still 
be guidelines in place so that we will be safe.  White Star, the company 
that arranges our travel, is going the extra mile to assure that we will be  
well taken care of.  We have never traveled to this part of our country.  I 
am looking forward to seeing new things, experiencing new food, and 
being together as we travel.  Because of the distance, we will be stopping 
one night each way to spend a night.  Our bus driver can only drive so 
many hours in a day. 
 
From October 17 - 23, 2021 we are hoping to travel to Myrtle Beach, 
South Carolina.  This trip will include 7 days - 6 nights of lodging, 6 
breakfasts, 4 dinners, including Pirates Voyage Dinner Theatre, plus two 
other shows at Carolina Opry and Alabama Theatre.  The cost of this trip 
is $829.00 for double.  All transportation, tips, and gratuities are 
included.  A $50.00 deposit is due at sign-up; final payment due by 
August 30, 2021. 
 
As always, when we travel it is open to all adults.  You don't  have to be 
60 years or older or consider yourself a Journeyer.  If you are interested 
or have questions please call 740-453-5849.  I am ready to travel but I 
need others to go with me.  White Star will not provide a bus just for 
me.  Please consider joining me. 
 
Blessing on your day, 
 

Pat Wiseman-Jones 
 

Greetings Brothers in Christ, 
 
We had our first meeting in 14 months this past May 2nd.  Fifteen brothers and 2 sons of a brother attended, 
socially distancing in the Embers Room.  Brother Mike Moore conducted the meeting which was opened with 
Prayer by brother Don Rice.  Our breakfast meal was scrambled eggs, hash brown casserole, sausage gravy & 
biscuits that was served in to-go containers to assure safe service; bottled water and orange juice was provided.  
 
Brother Mike Moore  has assumed the duties of president and he presented a Right Now Media study “Being 
a Godly Man”.  During the past year, the Rolling Plains United Methodist Men remained loyal to their 
commitment to serving the lunch at Christ’s Table and the men were a blessing to the people being served. 
 
We will be meeting again on Sunday, June 6th at 7:00 AM in the Embers Room.  The menu will be the standard 
Hash Brown casserole, scrambled eggs, and oven baked French toast.  Hope to see you in June! 
 
In His Service, 
 

Tim Collins 
 



 

Rolling Plains Church 
3350 Moxahala Park Rd 
Zanesville, OH 43701 
rollingplainsumc.com 
 
Return Service Requested 
 
 

Non-Profit Organization 
US Postage PAID 
Zanesville OH 43701 
Permit No. 447 

To receive our newsletter by email instead, simply send an email to newsletter@rollingplainsumc.com  
with “e-newsletter” and your first and last name in the subject line. 

 
Road To Recovery Spiritual Support Group 

June 4th @ 6:30 PM 
 
 
 
 

@Rolling Plains UMC 
 

“A Night To Remember” 

  Every life is a  
    life worth saving. 
 

In partnership with FAITH In Public Life 


