MAY 2022
Maranatha Sisters & Brothers,
The Supernatural World
It is so easy to get caught up in all that is going on in this world. There are lingering global health concerns and a
war in the Ukraine that is influencing the entire world. The cost of living feels like it is growing exponentially, and
many are finding it harder to locate items we never had problems acquiring before. If you need to order
something, it takes longer and longer. The rat race of pursuing the American Dream is still alive and well, and our
schedules are busier than ever with work, family, extracurricular activities, and the obligations that come at us
daily. Clearly, there is no shortage of things in this world to keep us occupied.
While it is so easy to get caught up in this world there is more going on than what we can see. There is another
world other than this three-dimensional world, we live in where there is also a battle raging. It is the supernatural
world where a spiritual enemy is trying to do all he can to destroy all that God loves. Meanwhile, out of His great
love for us, the God of the universe is going to battle for us to save us from this darkness with the light of His Son
Jesus Christ. For so many it is a world we ignore because our focus is so caught up on what we see right in front
of us. But, there is more to this life than what we can see with our physical eyes. In the Bible, Jesus describes the
battle that is going on in the supernatural world…
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”
-John 10:10
For the month of May we want to take a deep look into “The Supernatural World.” This will be a powerful time
of remaining focused on the true battle that exists in our life. It is not a battle against flesh and blood but against
the principalities and powers of this dark world. While we see war in this world, our battle is not against the
person in front of us. Our battle is with Satan and his demons who want to do nothing other than steal, kill, rob,
and destroy. The devil’s greatest tool is to get us to think that what we see in this three-dimensional world is all
there is. He hides and schemes behind the scenes to try and pull you off track of experiencing the love of God in
your life. He would much rather convince you that he isn’t real and that there is no such thing as a devil, demons,
or hell.
We are going to expose the devil’s lies and scheming as we look at how the devil operates with his demons. We
will look at the Holy Spirit (the forgotten God) and also understand better how God’s angel armies interact with
us. We will name the reality of the Spiritual battle and ask God to give us an eternal supernatural perspective
rather than just an earthly perspective. This will go a long way in keeping our focus and our future on God and
his great plan for our life rather than getting caught up in the things of this world.

I’m looking forward to spending this time in worship with you as we gain a greater understanding of how the
supernatural world interacts with the world we live in. When you know how your enemy operates and how God’s
Spirit battles for us, we are better prepared for the battle. Knowing how the enemy operates and how God desires
to interact with us in this world allows us to better discern what may really be going on in our life here on earth
and what may be truly influencing it beyond what we can see. Friends, there is more to this life than this earthly
world, and may God guide us in all truth and wisdom as we explore the supernatural world together.
And friends, if you find yourself concerned about the devil, his demons, and spiritual warfare, just remember
the encouraging word Elisha gave God’s people.
“Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who are with us are more than those who are with them.”
- 2 Kings 6:16
Come on, God!

Pastor John

BIRTHDAYS
1
3
4
6
7
8
9
11
12
13
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
27
28
29

Maureen Dennis
Kevin Franklin, Lauren Wood
Greg Miller
Aubrey Merlo, Kery Pettit, Lisa Wiseman
Paul Law, Gabe Rheinscheld
Jean Ellis
Don Longwell
Stephanie Taylor
Brianna Morrison, Drew Morrison
Ashley Ervin
Kaylee Cravenor
Stephanie Lowe
Harold Barnhart
Renee Hammers
Van Slack
Rebecca Curtis, Charlie Strickler
Sarah Pierce
Cammie Bunting, Matthew Kahle
Chris Jarvis, Donna Talbot
Kathy Mohler, Mark Swauger
Joyce Krouskoupf
Tim Adams
Morgan Swauger

ANNIVERSARIES
4
10
16
18
18
20
28

Paul & Jane Law
Ray & Sue Snyder
Brian & Kim Spring
John & Erin Alice
Rob & Heather Matarazzo
Larry & Maureen Dennis
Zach & Mary Robinson

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY
Sunday, May 8th

~ BURN THAT NOTE ~
In 2005 Rolling Plains embarked on a $1.6 million building project that is now our current sanctuary, Embers
Room, Lobby, Kitchen, and several other multipurpose rooms.
Thank you for your continued contribution toward our ability to someday “Burn that Note” on our capital debt.
We are getting closer each and every week, and your giving, above and beyond your normal tithe, is making a
difference. We currently have $281,744.56 left to pay in order to reach our goal.
Please pray for God’s great provision for our church and about how God can use you to get this number to zero.

Do you enjoy the curb appeal at Rolling Plains?
We are looking for people who would like to help beautify the landscape
around the church building. This includes pulling weeds, and checking in
on a small portion of the sculptured areas around our church. This can
be done at your own pace.
Just text “LANDSCAPE” to 740-265-3855 and you will be contacted by
our Building Maintenance Manager, Tina Peyton or you may contact her
(Tina@rollingplainsumc.com).
Thank you in advance!

LORD, TEACH ME TO STUDY
THE BIBLE
Do you long for a greater, more personal
understanding of God and His Word?
A way to study the Bible that will transform
the way you think and live?
With inductive study, God, Himself becomes
your teacher as you learn how to
“hang on His every word” and discover the
truth for yourself. It is life-changing!
Join us for this 4-week Inductive Bible Study
beginning on May 15th.
Anyone is welcome!
We will meet in the Embers Room
following the 10:00AM church service.
Just text “INDUCTIVE” TO 740-265-3855 if you
would like to register, or if you have questions.
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Crossworks
Mission in Europe
Relationships in a World of Conflict and Chaos-Loving God, Your Neighbor, Yourself and Your Enemy
This was the theme for the European Member Care Consultation 2022, in Budapest,
Hungary on March 28-31, which I attended with three of my ECMI colleagues. For me,
one of the most valuable sessions focused on “Loving Your Enemy.” The Bible tells us
that it is by our love for each other that they will know we are his disciples. Wow!
This is easy to say and hard to live 24/7 as we work in teams and in community with
others. Everyone is created in God’s image so how do we draw this image out of
others? How do we help each other to be better, especially those we might consider
an enemy? As Christians, we don’t have the luxury of writing each other off--we are
called to love everyone. This was a powerful message about forgiveness that I hope
to study and learn more.

Saying Goodbye to Family and Friends
The photos below are of two very special groups of people who have become like family to me during my
time in Spain. The photo on the left was taken on April 10, 2022 which was my last Sunday at the Comunidad
Cristiano de Camarma, the Spanish church I have attended for the past 10 years. What a privilege it has been
to know and be known by these people worshipping, side by side with them on Sundays. The photo on the
right is of my English Conversation Club that I began working with over 5 years ago. It has been amazing to
watch this group practice and grow in their English conversation skills while building lasting friendships.
Several of the ladies in this group have become dear friends to me. My life will be forever blessed by knowing
and being invited into their culture.

Prayers:
• Safety, strength, and peace for our ECMI friends in the Ukraine
• For me to be able to discern God’s will in the next steps of my mission journey

http://ecmi-usa.org/graves to give online or mail to European Christian Mission Int’l.
P.O. Box 563, Wheaton, IL 60187. (Sharon Graves # 4060)

Greetings Rolling Plains Church Family,
Some of you might not be aware that Rolling Plains is a United Methodist Church. Thus we are in a denominational,
connectional relationship with thousands of other congregations around the world. You may also not be aware that
over the last several decades our denomination has been experiencing significant disagreement and even fracturing
around core traditional beliefs and our covenant together.
As a result of the growing strain within United Methodism there has been an announcement of a new Methodist
Denomination launching on May 1, 2022, called the Global Methodist Church. This new denomination is being
formed by those who hold a more traditional and evangelical understanding of God’s Church, as the current United
Methodist denomination is becoming increasingly progressive in its beliefs and practices.
To gain a better understanding of how we have arrived at this moment of separation in the United Methodist Church
we hope the following article from Good News Magazine helps to explain (see the link below). Along with the
attached article we would like to direct you to our website www.rollingplainsumc.com/umc-gmc to view video
presentations by our West Ohio Conference Bishop Gregory Palmer and also by Jeff Greenway, who is one of the
leaders of the new Global Methodist Church movement in our conference.
As your Lead Team we want you to know that we are remaining informed of all the information coming to us from
both the United Methodist Church and also those leading the new Global Methodist Church. We have spent good
time discussing these happenings together as a team and believe it is our responsibility to bring this information to
you, the congregation. Ultimately, any decision to join a new denomination would be made by the active members
of Rolling Plains Church at a called Church Conference lead by our District Superintendent.
We invite you to be in a season of deep prayer and discernment with us. As your Lead Team we would greatly
appreciate hearing from you regarding these matters. Do you feel compelled to remain in an increasingly
progressive United Methodist Church or would you be excited about joining a more theologically traditional and
evangelical Global Methodist Church? It is our intention to communicate as much as possible with you around this
issue over the course of this next year. There is still a lot yet to be understood and determined about the coming
separation.
Regardless of what is happening at a denominational level it is our intention to not allow this to be a distraction in
our church as we continue to remain focused on our mission of inviting people to Come as you are, Connect with
God and others, Grow in God’s Word and prayer, and Go and help others in Jesus name. We look forward to talking
with you soon.
In the wonderful name of Jesus,
Your Rolling Plains Church Lead Team
Zach Robinson
Scott Mosebrook
Kelly Lee
Misty Lou Smith
Pat Kelly
Dean Holtsclaw

(740) 319-4792
(740) 605-3279
(740) 683-5686
(740) 704-8809
(740) 819-0536
(440) 829-4929

Gayle Kirkbride
Don Rice
Amy Frame
Jeff Krouskoupf
Van Slack
John Alice

(740) 868-6483
(740) 255-0675
(740) 343-5622
(740) 819-0500
(740) 683-0309
(740) 453-4192

https://goodnewsmag.org/2022/03/29/whats-it-allabout/?fbclid=IwAR2PqAhs9LElMenbfc4N7MFY8lo5_abA4lta1H73PoW99O4G9fEktT0hy0o

MISSIONAL INITIATIVES
The Missional Initiatives Team is a group of people who join together to support and encourage all Christ-followers
to “live out” the “Go” part of the Rolling Plains’ Vision Statement: “Go in God’s name and share the love of Jesus”.
As a church we desire to be inwardly strong and outwardly focused.
We strive to be open to offer global and local missional opportunities that are a good match for everyone’s time,
talent, and treasure.
An upcoming local opportunity is in the Putnam neighborhood at Bethel Community Center. Director Amanda
Hatfield provides this information about the summer program:
Our 2022 Summer Program will begin on June 6th and wrap up on July 20th. It will take place each Monday,
Tuesday, and Wednesday from 10AM to 3PM. If we get the grants we are hoping for, we will have someone come
in to teach classes to our students with the ALA (Academy for Leadership Abilities) program. This will be taught
for 2 hours of the program each Monday and Wednesday.
On Tuesdays we will just do other activities with the students such as crafts or field trips. As always, we will serve
a meal each day of the program and we will be doing student pick-ups and drop-offs for those in the Zanesville area.
Bethel Community Center is located at 126 Ontario Street, just across from the skate park on Putnam Ave.
Contact Amanda at Bethel: 740-297-4795 or ahatfield6738@gmail.com.
If you are feeling a call from God to join the Missional Initiatives Team, contact Laurie Kelly
(ldkelly123@gmail.com) or Nora Holtsclaw (njholtsclaw@gmail.com). We meet as a group periodically in person
and via online meetings.

UNITED METHODIST
WOMEN

SOUTH ZANESVILLE UMC
FOOD PANTRY
CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

UMW met on March 22nd from 2:00 to 4:00 PM.
We were so glad to be together again!

SUNDAY DINNER
MAY 22ND 11:30 – 2:00 PM

We discussed and decided to begin a new format for
our group. We will remain "Mission" driven, but
operate as a small group. Our meeting time will
remain the same and we will be doing a Bible study
for the rest of the year. For now, we will be called
United Women of Faith.

Chicken with noodles, mashed potatoes, all the
fixings, dessert, and a drink

Submitted by,

June M. Smith

DONATIONS ONLY
SILENT AUCTION ITEMS ALSO
COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE 25 YEARS!
53 E MAIN ST
SOUTH ZANESVILLE, OH. 43701

Greetings,
The Rolling Plains United Methodist Men came together twice in April. On Saturday, April 2 nd, 12 members went
to Christ's Table and served lunch to those less fortunate. On Sunday, April 3 rd, we had our regular breakfast meeting
with 16 brothers in attendance. We had a guest speaker, Rick Tanner from Brothers In Christ. Brothers In Christ
is a non-denominational Christian men’s group that meets on the second Saturday of each month at Tee Jaye's on
Maple Avenue. Rick presented a word from God, and he issued a challenge to us to take time daily at Noon to pray
for whatever God places on our hearts.
Our men’s group is starting to grow and we're "Shooting for 20" men to start regularly attending the monthly
breakfast meeting. You do not have to be a member of Rolling Plains to attend. All men are welcome. Hope to see
you at our next breakfast meeting on Sunday, May 1st at 7:00 AM, in the Embers Room.
In His service,

Tim Collins
Secretary

INSIGHTS ON PRAYER (Part 1)
Although there are many, many, reasons to pray I thought I would share just a few with you. We must always
remember that prayer is powerful and so very simple. It is merely a conversation between you and your very best
friend. So with that in mind, here are a few reasons, in no particular order, why prayer is so important:
1) Prayer helps you develop a relationship with God. Just like your parents here on earth, your Heavenly Father
wants to hear from you and talk to you. When you pray He listens. Then He answers your prayers in the form
of thoughts, scripture, or even actions of other people.
2) Prayer helps you gain an understanding of Gods loving nature. The scriptures teach God is love (1John 4:8).
You can feel that love as you speak daily with Him through prayer, seeking His guidance in your life.
3) Prayer provides answers. Praying and listening to the answers God gives you can help you better understand
your purpose in life. God will help you understand why you are here and what you can do to return to live with
Him after this life.
4) Prayer helps you find direction in your life. When you privately pray to God you can work through serious
decisions in your life. God always listens and often provides the specific answers and guidance we seek. Even
when He chooses not to answer immediately or in the way we might have hoped, prayer itself is a way to find
peace.
5) Prayer gives you the strength to avoid temptation. Jesus counseled His disciples, “Watch and pray that ye
enter not into temptation” (Matthew 26:41). Through prayer, we can overcome the temptation to sin. Pray for
God’s help to keep you from making wrong choices. This will give you the strength to do what is right.
As I mentioned before, these are just a few examples of the benefits of prayer and also proof that the internet does
still have a good side that can provide us with good news, if we are diligent in our search.
Let’s pray. Thank You, Jesus for the resources to find this uplifting information. Help us to share it with others.
Thank You for the gift of a direct line of communication with the Creator of the universe. You are an amazing God!
In Jesus name, Amen.
If you are being led to discuss, or possibly join our prayer team, please feel free to reach out to me or any other
member of the Prayer Ministry, and we would be more than happy to talk with you.

Don Rice, Prayer Team Member
I can do all things through Christ which strengthens me. Phil. 4:13
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